Inside: 


i 
74670 veya Mu = 


a Pe 


FRAMED SIZE 14° a" x 19%/s" 


Handsome conservation framing custom 
designed to showcase each component. 


THESE EXCLUSIVE FEATURES ENHANCE THIS OFFICIAL STAMP SET’S COLLECTIBILITY: 


This official Paul W. “Bear” Bryant Stamp 
Set features our first day of issue cachet 
cover with a cancelled “Bear Bryant” 
Commemorative Stamp designed by 
highly acclaimed artist Daniel A. Moore. 
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The official Paul W. Bryant signature is embossed in 24-k gold on 
our unique matting system under authority of the Paul W. Bryant 


Estate — further establishing the exclusivity of this Stamp Set. 
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In an exclusive arrangement with the Paul W. Bryant Museum, Artist 
Daniel A. Moore has personally hand-signed and numbered the 
envelope of each set, greatly adding to its value. In a strictly limited 
edition, there will be only 3,230 sets sold nationwide. A Certificate 
of Limited Edition, issued by the Director of the Paul W. Bryant 
Museum and included with each set, documents its authenticity. 


THE OFFICIAL EXCLUSIVE 


The University of Alabama’s 

Paul W. Bryant Museum proudly 
announces the release of its Official 
Paul W. “Bear” Bryant first day of 
issue Limited Edition Stamp Set 
personally signed and numbered 
by Legendary Football Coaches 
commemorative stamp artist 
Daniel A. Moore. 


only $149 28 


Plus $9.95 
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. Alabama residents add 8% sales tax. 


TO ORDER CALL TOLL-FREE: 


1-800-735-2787 


Phone lines are open 24 hours a day. 


FIRST DAY OF ISSUE AT The twenty-stamp pane 

Pau W. BRYANT _ of “Bear Bryant” 32-cent 

MUSEUM commemorative stamps 

has also been cancelled 

with the highly desirable official first day of issue “Paul W. Bryant 
Museum Postmark” dated August 7, 1997. 


Each set is completed by this 24-k gold 
=) embossing of the 1982 Paul W. Bryant 

+) commemorative coin design by artist 
Daniel A. Moore, further enhancing the 
collectibility of the Official Paul W. “Bear” 
Bryant Stamp Set. 


The special combination of official components 
and matting of the Paul W. Bryant Stamp Set make 
it an Exclusive Limited Edition Collectible and can- 
not be matched by anyone. Framed and ready to 
hang, this Stamp Set will make the perfect gift 
for any Alabama fan, alumni, friend, client or 
business associate. Sold framed only. 


Net Proceeds benefit The University of Alabama’s Paul W. Bryant Museum. 
To order using Check or Money Order make payable to: The University of Alabama, Box 870385, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487 


Be sure to visit the Paul W. Bryant Museum in Tuscaloosa, Alabama where Crimson Tide History comes alive. The 
original oil paintings by Daniel A. Moore, commissioned by the U.S. Postal Service for its Legendary Football Coaches 
commemorative stamp series, are on display at the museum through December 31, 1997. Museum hours are 9a.m.- 4 p.m. 


seven days a week. 


©1997 Paul W. Bryant Museum, Stamp Design ©1997 U.S. Postal Service, “Bear Bryant,” signature and marks ©1997 Paul W. Bryant Estate, Daniel A. Moore signature ©1997 Daniel A. Moore 
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® Limited Edition Fine Art 
Prints. These are pro- 
duced from the original 
paintings by stamp artist 
Daniel A. Moore. 


» Limited Edition first 
day of issue U.S. Postal 
Commemoratives. 


First day of issue 
Cachet Covers. 


Bear Bryant Limited 
Edition Commemorative 
Stamp Set. 


Only these products benefit 
the museum. Please beware 
of unauthorized imitations 
and counterfeits. Please look 
for the official authorized 


seal to be sure that your 


purchase helps to carry on 


Coach Bryant's legacy. 


OFFICIAL PAUL W. BRYANT 
MUSEUM U.S. POSTAL 
COMMEMORATIVE SEAL 


‘a@llow to say 
erry Christmas 
all year through... 


Christmas will be here before you know it. 

Don’t the special people on your list deserve a special present? 
Give a subscription to BAMA magazine and say merry Christmas all 
year through! Your Crimson Tide fan friends will love the in-depth 
coverage of Alabama football recruiting, players and players-to-be, 
coaches, Tide tradition, the story behind the story; and all the other 
sports as well. You even get an attractive sift card sent free with 
every "BAMA subscription you give. ’BAMA...the perfect sift for 


happy holidays happily ever after. 


1-800-713-2261 


Give’Bama for avery merry Christmas. 
Clip and mail to "BAMA Magazine, P.O. Box 6104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-6104 


J Yes! I want to give my friends who love Alabama football something really special. Send a full year 
(10 full-color magazines and 14 newsletters mailed first class ) of (BAMA to the people listed below. 

I'll pay only $35 for each gift subscription (Alabama residents add $2 sales tax). Overseas add $10. 

A gift announcement card will be sent free with every gift subscription | order. 

2 Yes! Enter a subscription for me, too! J Payment enclosed J Visa MasterCard 


Please Print 


Signature 


| 
| 
Card* Exp. | 
| 
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My Name 
Address Day Phone 


City State Zip 


Gift #1 


Name 


Address 


City 


Gift #2 


Name 


Address 


City State 


P.O. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
} (205) 345-5074 
FAX (205) 345-1260 
E-Mail: BamaMag @ aol.com 
For subscriptions: 1-800-713-2261 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


Get the latest Crimson Tide 
sports updates! 


A Hotline 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


1-900-860-1979 


Charge is $1.59 per minute 


Callers under 18 obtain parents’ permission 
24-Hour Service 
Calls may be made from TouchTone 
or rotary dial telephone 


FOOTBALL UPDATES 
Daily (Selection 2) by 8 p.m. CT after practices 
and within an hour of the completion of games. 
Weekly (Selection 3) by 7 p.m. CT Sundays. 


UPDATES ON ALL BAMA SPORTS 
Updated weekly (Selection 4) by 7 p.m.CT Sundays 


RECRUITING INFORMATION 
Updated weekly (Selection 5) by 7 p.m.CT Sundays 


A service of BAMA Magazine 


2116 8th Street Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 (205) 345-5074 
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On the cover: For the most part, Alabama foot- 
ball fans weren't doing backflips in late 1995 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE when Paul Hogan announced he would sign with 


Alabama. He seemed a little small. But Hogan has 


grown into a nice-sized lad at about 265 and has 
a chance to be a four-year starter at center for the 
Crimson Tide. See Page 14. Barry Fikes Photo 


Football Freshmen: 
‘Chance To Be A Special Group’ 8 


About half the true freshmen signees have already begun to make contributions in Alabama football 
games and the signing class of 1997 appears to be a very strong one for the Crimson Tide. Here's a 
look at the Bama newcomers. by Kirk McNair 


Trevis Smith: 


Auburn's Loss Is Alabama’s Gain 12 
Trevis Smith had expected to play his college football at Auburn, but he ended up with the Crimson 
Tide and has been a starter both at fullback and at linebacker. In addition to being a good player, he is 


also a true team player. by Donald F. Staffo 
Paul Hogan: 
Former ‘Tweener’ Now A Starter 14 


Paul Hogan earned a lot of honors as a high school football star, but he was not considered a great col- 
lege prospect. But Alabama saw something in Hogan, and now he's Bama’s starting center as a redshirt 
freshman. by Craig Threlkeld 


Marie Robbins: 

What's A Nice Girl Like Her Doing In A Job Like This? 16 
Marie Robbins has been in the arena as an All-America gymnast for Alabama, and she was the epitome 
of the student-athlete, graduating magna cum laude and earning a post graduate scholarship. When she 
finished law school she wanted to stay close to athletics, and now she’s Bama’s associate athletics direc- 
tor for compliance, by Kirk McNair 


Swimming & Diving Outlook: 

Tide Continues Upward Spiral 20 
Coach Chuck Horton had some rebuilding to do when he took over the Alabama men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving teams three years ago. He's put Bama into the nation’s top 25, and now he’s got 
his sights set on the nation’s top ten. by Andrew Varble I 


Prep Prospects: 

A Look At State’s Backs, Receivers 23 
Although football signing day is still several months away, the top prospects are beginning to be iden- 
tified. As always, the state of Alabama has produced some good ones. Here’s a look at some of the best 
senior skill position players in Alabama high schools. by Craig Threlkeld 


The Departments 


Scorecard 6 
Fall Sports Schedules 28 
Winter Sports Schedules 29 
Opponents’ Football Schedules 30 
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SCORECARD 


Basketball Recruiting 

The early signing period for winter and 
spring sports is November 12-19. Most of 
the attention during that time is on men’s 
basketball recruiting and Alabama Head 
Coach David Hobbs is going to sign the 
state's top-ranked player in the signing peri- 
od. 

Sam Haginas, a 6-8, 225-pound power for- 
ward at UMS-Wright Prep School in Mobile, 
said he had selected Bama over Vanderbilt 
and Wake Forest. He also made a recruiting 
trip to Indiana and considered overtures 
from LSU and Auburn, among others. As a 
junior for Coach Kemper Todd, Haginas av- 
eraged 16.9 points, 9.0 rebounds and 2.0 
blocked shots per game. He is an excellent 
student with a 3.98 grade point average. 

indiana did reach into Alabama and get a 
top player, 6-7 forward Mac McGadney, who 
chose the Hoosiers over Auburn. 

In state, Alabama is thought to be still in- 
volved with Cedric Patton, a 6-7, 165-pound 
forward for Coach Ronnie Stapler at 
Huntsville Grissom, and Malcom Battles, a 6- 
8, 250-pound center for Coach Carl Hollis at 
Charles Henderson of Troy, Patton is expect- 
ed to sign early, but Battles had not decided 
whether he would sign early, 

Out of state, Bama is no longer in the hunt 
for 6-6 forward B.B. Waldon at Kathleen 
High School in Lakeland, Florida. He was 
announced as having committed to South 
Florida. 

However, Bama is involved with two of the 
nation’s top players. Bama will be one of four 
visits taken by Rashard Lewis, a 6-10 center 
from Alief, Texas. Lewis was ranked the na- 
tion's top prospect by one national publica- 
tion and is a consensus top five player. And 
the Tide is also expected to get a visit from 
6-11 center Donald Little, formerly of famed 
Mount Zion Chrisiian Academy in North 
Carolina, but who is now at Winchendon 
(Massachusetts) Prep School. 


Basketball Tickets 

Season tickets for men’s and women’s bas- 
ketball games are now on sale through the 
athletics ticket office in Coleman Coliseum, 
Season tickets are $150 for men’s games and 
562 for women’s games, 


Exhibition Change 

Alabama’s women’s basketball team is miss- 
ing out on the opportunity to play Soproni of 
Hungary, originally scheduled as the opening 
exhibition game on November 3. Soproni 
cancelled out after making the field for its 
national championship tournament. And so 
Bama will replace Soproni by what basketball 
officials could describe only as “a Baltic all- 
Star team.” 


Coaches Vs, Cancer 

Alabama Head Men's Basketball Coach 
David Hobbs has participated in “Coaches 
ys. Cancer” lor the past two years. This year 
he will be joined in the campaign by 
Women’s Head Coach Rick Moody. The 
cause is championed by the National 
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Association of Basketball Coaches, the 
Women’ Basketball Coaches Association and 
the American Cancer Society. 

Hobbs lost his mother to Leukemia when 
he was a child, while Moody's wife, Sandra, 
was diagnosed with breast cancer five years 
ago, She is now cancer free. Men's 
Administrative Assistant Scou St. John lost 
his mother to breast cancer and new 
Assistant Coach Kermit Koenig is undergo- 
ing treatment for cancer diagnosed this fall. 

Fans participate in the campaign. One may 
make a pledge to donate a certain amount for 
every three-point basket the team makes. 
Funds benefit research, patient services and 
prevention education for the team’s local 
chapter of the American Cancer Society, In 
1996, the first year of participation, Alabama 
raised $2,500. Last year Bama raised 
$17,675.05 for the Tuscaloosa Chapter of the 
American Cancer Society. That total ranked 
15th nationally among the 238 teams taking 
part in the campaign last year. 

Fans may sign up for the program at 
Crimson Tide home games. 


Tournament Success 

The NCAA Championship Tournament 
will be the only college golf tournament that 
is likely to have a field as good as the one 
that Alabama played host to in October, The 
Crimson Tide of Coach Dick Spybey was 
host for the Jerry Pate National 
Intercollegiate, sponsored by Pate and played 
ata course designed by Pate and Tom Fazio. 
Pate is a former Bama golf star who won the 
United States Amateur, United States Open 
and the Players Championship before an in- 
jury ended his playing career. He has gone 
on to fame as a golf course designer and tele- 
vision commentator. 

Pale began sponsorship of the tournament 
at his home in Pensacola, Florida, but six 
years ago moved the tournament ta 
Birmingham. It was played at Shoal Creek 
for five years, then moved to Old Overton 
this year. The tournament attracted the na- 
tion's lop seven ranked teams and top four 
ranked individuals, 

Clemson won the team championship with 
a 12-over-par three-round total of 864. 
Arizona was second; top-ranked Oklahoma 
State, Florida and Auburn tied for third; 
Wake Forest sixth; TCU seventh; New 
Mexico eighth; Arizona State ninth; Alabama 
10th: and UNLY (the nation’s second ranked 
team) and Texas tied for 11th. 


Baseball Update 

Alabama Head Coach Jim Wells put his 
team through four weeks of fall baseball 
practice, including nine intrasquad games 
(fall practice games are no longer allowed by 
NCAA rules), and the Tide head coach said, 
“| think we got some things accomplished. 
We introduced everything, but we need a lot 
more repetitions with everything.” 

The strong suit of Alabama, second in the 
nation last year, could be pitching. Bama has 
greater depth this year, including having four 
left-handed pitchers. 


Last year Alabama was quite productive of- 
fensively, leading the nation in four cate- 
gories: 679 runs, 625 runs batted in, 1,571 
total bases, and .62] slugging percentage, 
which was 100 points higher than the previ- 
ous Bama record of .521, set by the 1983 
World Series runner-up team. 

The 1997 Tide set schoo! records for high- 
est team batting average at .340, hits at 860, 
and home runs at 160, as well as for runs, 
runs batted in, total bases and slugging per- 
centage. Bama set SEC records for runs and 
total bases, while the home run and RBI 
marks were second best in league history 
and the batting average fifth best ever in the 
conference. 

Alabama also ranked among the nation’s 
top teams in attendance last year, finishing 
seventh with an average of 2,646 for 39 
dates. Total attendance at Sewell-Thomas 
Stadium was 103,177. 


Golden Spikes Finalist 

After a record-setting season for Alabama 
in 1997, Roberto Vaz will be among nine fi- 
nalists at this year’s Golden Spikes Award 
banquet. USA Baseball announced Vaz, an 
outfielder and pitcher, as one of those who 
will be on hand for the 20th annual presen- 
tation of the award. The banquet will be 
November 11 at New York's Waldorl-Astoria. 

Following last season, Vaz was drafted by 
the Oakland Athletics. He began his Bama 
career with an Alabama record 32-game hit- 
ting streak (eclipsing the mark of former 
Golden Spikes winner Dayid Magadan, who 
now plays for Oakland). For the year Vaz 
batted .400 with 22 home runs and 73 runs 
batted in. He established Tide records for 
triples with nine and total bases with 203 
and set a single game record with nine runs 
batted in in a 22-7 win at Auburn. Asa 
pitcher he was 4-1 with eight saves, a 3.40 
earned run average while striking out 52 in 
50 innings. He had one complete game, a 6-4 
victory over number one LSU. 


Season Tickets 

Season tickets are now available for the up- 
coming 1998 Alabama bascball season. The 
Crimson Tide will play 34 regular season 
home games this season, beginning February 
13 against Houston. 

Individual tickets are $105 for chairback 
seats (if available) and $75 for grandstand 
and bleacher seats. There are also a senior 
citizen ticket program and group rates. 

Ticket applications are mailed to existing 
ticket holders, Those desiring a ticket order 
blank should call the athletics ticket office at 
(205) 348-6111. 


Dedicated To Beating Auburn 

The Alabama women’s softball team of 
Coach Kalum Haack played in a special exhi- 
bition solthall game this fall. Hueytown High 
School dedicated a softball field to the mem- 
ory of a sophomore player, Natalie Bunn, 
who was killed in an automobile accident. 

Alabama and Auburn were invited to play 
an exhibition game when Natalie Bunn 
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Memorial Field was dedicated, Bama took a 
4-3 decision. 

Alabama will open the spring season, the 
Tide’s second women’ softball season, at the 
Arizona State Classic in Phoenix February 13. 


Michael Vaughn 

Alabama flanker Michael Vaughn, who had 
surgery to repair a ruptured disc in his lower 
back less than a week before Bama opened 
the football season, has elected to miss this 
season. He will be eligible for a redshirt year 
and will have two years of eligibility remain- 
ing beginning in 1998, Vaughn was Bama’s 
leading receiver in 1996, 

Although he was able to return to practice 
on a very limited basis in early October, he 
had some calf problems that prevented him 
from taking part in contact work. Without a 
controlled situation for contact, it was decid- 
ed not to allow Vaughn to play. He has now 
returned to a program of rehabilitation and 
will return to the practice field in the spring. 


One In A Row 

When Tony Brandino watched Alabama 
against Louisiana Tech in the Crimson Tide's 
homecoming football game, Brandino’s 
streak of seeing Bama football games was at 
one. That's because Brandino, now 81, had 
elected to skip the Crimson Tide's trip to 
Oxford, Mississippi. Prior to that he had 
seen 500 consecutive Alabama games. 

During that 500th game Brandino was pre- 
sented with a game ball signed by Tide Head 
Coach Mike DuBose. 


Hall Of Famers 

The Alabama Sports Hall of Fame Class of 
1998 will have a distinct University of 
Alabama flavor. Four of the six new in- 
ductees have a Bama background. The 1998 
induction banquet will be February 28 at the 
Birmingham-Jefferson Civic Center. Ticket 
information will be announced later. 

Inducted will be former Bama quarterbacks 
Scott Hunter and Richard Todd, former 
Crimson Tide Swimming Coach Don 
Gambril, and the long-time radio voice of 
Crimson Tide football, the late John Forney, 


Willard Honored 

Meredith Willard has proved to be a rare 
woman, one of the finest athletes and stu- 
dents in the nation. 

During her storied career as an Alabama 
student-athlete, the gymnast won an individ- 
ual NCAA title, led the Crimson Tide to a 
national championship, and earned both 
Southeastern Conference and NCAA Post- 
Graduate Scholarship awards. She was the 
SEC Freshman of the Year in 1994 and SEC 
Gymnast of the Year in 1997, The Alabama 
Sports Writers Association named her the 
state’s top amateur athlete, regardless of 
sport or gender. She represented her school 
and her country as part of the United States 
team in the World University Games. 

And the NCAA selected her as one of 10 
women from throughout the nation as a fi- 
nalist for NCAA Woman of the Year. Over 
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400 top female student-athletes were nomi- 
nated for the honor. 

Finalists were selected for their achieve- 
ments in athletics and academically and for 
community involvement. 

The award was begun in 1991 and 
Crimson Tide athletes have been selected as 
the state of Alabama’s nominees five times. 
Previous honorees were golfer Lynn Bradley 
in 1991, gymnast Katherine Kelleher in 
1992, gymnast Dana Dobransky in 1993, and 
swimmer Amy DeVasher in 1996. 


Tiders In NFL 

The Southeastern Conference had 204 for- 
mer players on National Football League 
opening day active rosters. 

Tennessee led all SEC schools with 37 for- 
mer players on NFL rosters, followed by 
Florida (25), Auburn (24), Alabama (23), 
LSU (19), Georgia (18), South Carolina and 
Kentucky (12 each), Arkansas and 
Mississippi State (11 each), Ole Miss (10) 
and Vanderbilt (3). 

Each NFL team had at least two former 
SEC players on its squad. The Arizona 
Cardinals had the most with 13 while New 
England had the least with two, 

Former Alabama players listed on NFL 
opening-day rosters are: 

Cornelius Bennett, linebacker, Atlanta; 
Kendrick Burton, defensive end, Tennessee; 


John Copeland, defensive end, Cincinnati; 


Howard Cross, tight end, New York Giants; 
Eric Curry, defensive end, Tampa Bay; Brad 
Ford, defensive back, Detroit; Lemanski Hall, 
linebacker, Tennessee; Patrick Hape, tight 
end, Tampa Bay; Tony Johnson, tight end, 
New Orleans; Antonio Langham, defensive 
back, Baltimore; Antonio London, lineback- 
er, Detroit; John Mangum, defensive back, 
Chicago; Mark McMillian, defensive back, 
Kansas City; Chris Mohr, punter, Buffalo; 
David Palmer, wide receiver, Minnesota; 
Andre Royal, linebacker, Carolina; Dwayne 
Rudd, linebacker, Minnesota; Sam Shade, de- 
fensive back, Cincinnati; Ralph Staten, de- 
fensive back, Baltimore; George Teague, de- 
fensive back, Miami; Derrick Thomas, 
linebacker, Kansas City; Kevin Turner, full- 
back, Philadelphia, and Sherman Williams, 
running back, Dallas. 


Coaching, Too 

In addition to former players on NFL 
opening day rosters, 13 former Crimson Tide 
players or coaches were serving as NFL assis- 
tant coaches. They are: 

Sylvester Croom, offensive coordinator, 
Detroit; John Guy, offensive line, Oakland; 
George Henshaw, offensive line, Tennessee; 
Kent Johnston, strength, Green Bay; Larry 
Kirksey, wide receivers, San Francisco; John 
Mitchell, defensive line, Pittsburgh; Al 
Miller, strength, Aulanta; Tony Nathan, run- 
ning backs, Tampa Bay; Ray Perkins, offen- 
sive coordinator, Oakland; Mike Shula, of- 
fensive coordinator, Tampa Bay; Mike Solari, 
offensive line, Kansas City; Ricky Thomas, 
offense, Tampa Bay; and Richard Williamson, 
wide receivers, Carolina. 
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Football Freshmen: 


‘Chance To : Be A Special Group’ ; 


Help is on the way as 1997 
signees practice and play 


oa 

* 
elp is on the way. Recruiting analysts a 
Heese so first, when they judged tl 

Alabama’s 1997 batch of signees 

among the nation’s best. It was confirmed by 
Crimson Tide coaches, who moved a num- 
ber of the newcomers into important depth 
chart positions in August. And all evidence 
is that this year’s freshmen are going to be 
big contributors to Bama football. 

Alabama Head Coach Mike DuBose has 
seen the future and he likes what he sees. “I 
would like for them to have played better, 
but they have played better than I thought 
they would,” he said of his freshman class. 
“Its difficult for them to come into a situa- 
tion like ours where the expectations are so 
high. For the most part they've handled that 
extremely well. We've put them in some sit- 
uations I'd prefer not to have to put them in. 
I would like for some of those guys to be 
more in a back-up role and get to play in sit- 
uations that are not quite as intense. 1 would 
like to get ahead and be able to play them in 
some situations where the outcome of the 
game is not on the line, but we haven’t been 
in that situation. 

“Considering where they were this time 
last year and the situations we have put 
them in, they have done extremely well. 
They have a chance to be a special group.” 

There are growing pains in using fresh- 
men. DuBose was reflecting on some of 
Bama’s mistakes and noted, “We have some 
younger players who have missed assign- 
ments. These are young guys who this time 
last year were playing before maybe 1,500- 
2,000 people and now they are playing in 
front of 80,000 people and a national televi- 
sion audience. There is a transition period 
for them.” 

Prior to 1972 freshmen had been ineligible 
for varsity competition for a couple of 
decades. During that time former Georgia 
Tech Head Coach Bobby Dodd theorized 
that a team would lose one game for every 
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Travis Carroll has earned some playing time as 
a true freshman at middle linebacker. Although 
he had some problems early with the complexi- 
ties that go with the position, he has improved 
weekly. He appears to be more than capable of 
becoming an outstanding defender for the 4 
Crimson Tide. Barry Fikes Photo *) ay 
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sophomore it started. Now teams routinely 
start freshmen. As scholarship limits have 
dropped, it has become even more common- 
place. 

DuBose said that some of the older players 
may have tried to do too much to try to help 
cover for the younger ones. “We just have to 
have confidence that the young guys are 
going to to their job. And they are. They are 
getting better.” 


o fewer than ten of the 21 eligible 

freshmen had seen action by the 

midway point of the season. No 
fewer than three of them had started on of- 
fense or defense, and another handful were 
first team on special teams. One of those 
who played in the opening game would like- 
ly have been a regular in the rotation now 
except for an injury, Defensive tackle Sam 
Matthews of Bolles School in Jacksonville, 
Florida, played in Alabama’s opening game, 
then suffered a shoulder injury that required 
surgery. He will be granted a redshirt season. 

One of Matthews’ prep teammates, middle 
linebacker Travis Carroll, has been getting 
increased playing time and does have a start 
to his credit as a true freshman. He appears 
ready to move in and replace Paul Pickett, 
the lone senior starting linebacker on this 
year’s team, in 1998, 

Another freshman who has earned a start 
on defense is Tony Dixon, who has opened 
as the nickel back when Bama started with 
five defensive backs in the lineup. 

The other freshman who has earned a start 
is offensive lineman Will Cuthbert. 
Although Cuthbert got his start as a right 
guard against Arkansas, he has since re- 
turned to the right tackle spot where he 
started the season 

The most notable first teamer on special 
teams is place-kicker A.J. Diaz. The left- 
footed booter has been kicking off for Bama 
since the second game of the season, follow- 
ing an injury to Ryan Pflugner. Diaz enjoyed 
good success early in the year with long 
boots into the end zone. However, he has 
been kicking a big shorter in recent weeks, 
and also went through a period of knocking 
a few kickoffs out of bounds. 

One of Bama’s most promising freshmen is 
defensive lineman Kenny Smith. Although 
Smith was originally ticketed to be an end, 
the lack of depth along the defensive line, 
caused partly by injuries and partly by the 
ineligibility of All-America tackle Michael 
Myers, has meant that Smith has spent time 
at all of the down line positions. 

Kecalf Bailey, a cornerback, and Chris 
Horne, a strong safety (who may grow into 
outside linebacker status) are defensive 
backs who have seen duty both as members 
of special teams and in the secondary. Both 
have played in the defensive backfield as 
nickel backs and as back-ups in a four-man 
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secondary. Another defender seeing action 
both as a back-up and as a member of spe- 
cial teams is strongside linebacker Carlton 
Person, 


Tight end Shawn Draper, a member of 


some of the kicking teams, has played at 
tight end primarily in special situations, 
when the Tide had two tight ends in for 
blocking purposes, 


owever, it is not the freshmen who 

are playing who draw the most inter- 

est. It is those who are not seen by 
the public. That cloak of mystery frequently 
inflates the value of those freshmen in the 
minds of the public. 

Those freshmen who do not move into the 
playing rotation quickly play a vital role for 
a football team, that as members of the scout 
team. However, that also means that these 
players get little coaching on techniques and 
fundamentals. That will come in the spring. 
Sull, the coaches who help prepare the scout 
teams, have an idea of how these newcomers 
will work into the lineup in the future, 

Willard Scissum, a former Bama player, is 
a graduate assistant coach working with the 
offense, which means he handles the scout 
defense. 

Scissum is very high on the true freshmen 


who perform on the scout team, believing 
all have a chance to be good players. He 
pointed out that many of them “are over- 
whelmed by the mass, the speed and size of 
college football players,” and that it takes a 
while for some to make the adjustment to 
playing against those type players. 

Three of the true freshmen on the defen- 
sive scout team are in the secondary, strong 
safety John Fielding and cornerbacks Chris 
Reier and Wayne Thomas. 

Scissum said that Fielding has the ability 
to close on the ball and expects him to be “a 
big strong safety, probably 6-2 and getting 
up to about 220.” 

One thing that has impressed Scissum 
about Reier and Thomas is that both are 
“cover” cornerbacks, meaning they are capa- 
ble of playing bump-and-run and man-to- 
man defense on fast wide receivers. He 
noted that Reier “has a lot of courage. He'll 
come to the ball and hit you, which is un- 
usual for a cover corner. He has a bright fu- 
ture.” Scissum said Reier showed no signs of 
the ankle injury he suffered at the end of his 
prep looiball season, 

Scissum said that Thomas had great athlet- 
ic ability and could play at any of several po- 
sitions, including safety, wide receiver and 
running back. “He's been sheltered and he's 
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going to have to be pushed, but he has the 
ability to be a good football player,” Scissum 
said. 

Only one scholarshipped freshman 
linebacker is working with the scout squad. 
Scissum said that Chris Wheeler, a weakside 
linebacker, “more than anyone else has im- 
proved by leaps and bounds.” Scissum said 
that Wheeler reported out of shape, which 
made it impossible for him to perform. He 
has worked himself into good condition and 
Scissum said he has shown “that he has 
great quickness off the ball and ability to 
change direction, so he will be a good play- 
er in both pass coverage and pass rush,” 

Scissum also sees big things ahead for two 
defensive linemen, both of whom he ex- 
pects to benefit greatly from an off-season 
program and spring training. 

He called Carlos Stennis “one of my per- 
sonal favorites, and not just because of his 
athletic ability. He’s a good person, a hard 
worker, Doing well is important to him.” He 
said that Stennis was coached well in high 
school and that he has good quickness and 
mobility, which he uses to his advantage in 
playing at defensive tackle. 

Scissum expects 6-5, 235-pound defensive 
end Shaun Williams to be “huge. He has a 
frame that will eventually carry 280 pounds 


if he'll get in the weight room and add it a 
little at a time as muscle. He has long arms 
and big hands and just looks like a guy who 
is going to be a great pass rusher.” Williams 
is an end, but could grow into a Myers type 
tackle, Scissum said. “He's the kind of guy 
who can put some push in the pocket and 
rush the passer.” 


cissum'’s counterpart, a graduate assis- 
tant defensive coach who works with 
the scout offense, is Chris Jones, who 
came to Bama from Tennessee-Chattanooga. 

Jones is particularly pleased with three 
running backs he expects to be major con- 
tributors to the Crimson Tide. He thinks the 
trio can all be good tailbacks and that they 
are particularly suited to the split back of- 
fense because all are big and fast and good 
blockers. 

Jones said Shaun Bohanon “has tremen- 
dous ability. He’s as smooth a runner as I've 
every been around or seen, He's got the cuts. 
He has knee lift like Curt Warner (former 
Penn State star) and the size to get the extra 
yard. He’s got the speed, the hands, he's just 
the total package.” 


Although Adam Cox can be the biggest of 


the tailbacks, at about 230, Jones said, “He 
probably has more straight-ahead speed 
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than Bohanon. He's the guy who can break 
the big run, And he has good hands, too.” 

Jones said Antoneyo Williams has the 
most power of the three tailbacks. “He has 
good or better acceleration as any of them, 
but doesn’t have the stop-and-go skills of 
Cox or the smoothness of Bohanon. But he's 
a really tough guy, If he doesn’t get the 
blocking, he becomes his own blocker and 
gets the yards.” (Unfortunately, it will be at 
least next August before Williams can show 
what he can do since he was suspended 
from the team on October 24.) 

Coaches frequently talk of having a “deep 
threat" in passing situations, and Alabama 
has one coming. Jason McAddley, Jones 
said, “is a tall (6-2) receiver with great 
speed and great leaping ability. He can get 
behind the defender.” McAddley must be- 
come more consistent. “He has the ability to 
catch balls you'd think he couldn't get to, 
but then he'll lose concentration and drop a 
ball he should catch easily,” Jones said. 

While Draper is a tight end who has moved 
up to the playing rotation, another tight end 
is on the scout team. There was some ques- 
tion whether Joe Yount would be a defensive 
lineman or a tight end, and the offense got 
him. Jones said Yount “has a good frame with 
long arms. He has good feet, though not ex- 
ceptional speed. He should be a good block- 
er, but he needs to concentrate when the 
football comes to him.” 

Jones is working with only one scholar- 
shipped freshman offensive lineman, 
Michael Barfield. “He's a big kid who can get 
a lot bigger,” Jones said. “He's a year or two 
away because he needs to get in the weight 
room, but he's a hard-nosed player who 
gives great effort,” 

Last, but not least-indeed, the one of most 
interest to many Crimson Tide followers-is 
quarterback Andrew Zow. “He can do all the 
things you want a quarterback to do,” Jones 
said. “He's a competitor and a winner. He 
can throw as a drop-back passer, on the run, 
and has great play-action capability, He can 
run and he's strong. He has adequate speed 
and the ability to make the defender miss.” 
Jones added, “In addition to being a great 
player, he’s a leader and a good person, 
Everyone in the huddle thinks he can get 
the job done. If he makes a bad pass or a 
bad play, everyone is amazed because it hap- 
pens so rarely.” 

While most of the attention on freshmen 
is on the 1997 signees, there are some other 
true freshmen on the squad, non-scholar- 
shipped players. A handful of them have 
also made an impression on Bama coaches. 
They include defensive end and linebacker 
Winslow Armstead, 6-1, 235: middle 
linebacker Cory Bryant, 6-0, 215; corner- 
back Steven Harris; and free safety Jeff 
Rowell (son of former Bama nose tackle 
Terry Rowell). 
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Trevis Smith: 


by Donald F. Staffo 


He’s been solid player both 
at fullback and linebacker 


Smith would be playing football against 

Alabama instead of for the Crimson Tide. 
And that would not have been good, because 
Smith is a versatile athlete who has been a 
starter at both fullback and linebacker, his cur- 
rent position at Bama, 

Moreover, had Smith not ended up in 
Tuscaloosa, he would have gone to Bama’s in- 
state rival, Auburn. 

Following the 1993 football season, Smith 
was named first team all-state after an excep- 
tional season at defensive end at Montgomery's 
Robert E. Lee High School. And he proved him- 
self to be an excellent all-around athlete as he 
was state champion in the shot put (55-6), 
fourth in the triple jump, and also his school’s 
heavyweight wrestler. Schools from throughout 
the Southeastern Conference offered him schol- 
arships and he announced that he planned to 
sign with Auburn, 

But a funny thing happened. No one from 
Auburn ever showed up with scholarship pa- 
pers. “They claimed they were waiting for me to 
be cleared (academically by the NCAA),” Smith 
said. “But I was already cleared.” Smith said he 
had selected Auburn “because they were short 
on linebackers and I felt that 1 would fit in there 
and get early playing time. When | didn’t hear 
from them, | got discouraged.” 

Smith talked to his parents, Peacher and 
Dorothy Smith. Their advice: Pray. 

The youngster'’s prayers were answered when 
Alabama offered a scholarship in June. Smith 
showed up with the other scholarshipped fresh- 
men in August, 1994, and inked a scholarship. 
“My mom said that evidently God didn’t have a 
place for me there, but that He had other plans 
for me,” Smith said. “Now | have a true under- 
standing of what my mother was saying.” And, 
he said, he has no regrets about the change in 
plans. “I’m happy here,” he said. “I've got a 
scholarship that’s paying for my education and 
I'm a member of the Alabama Crimson Tide. 
And Alabama fans are the greatest.” 


ecruited as a linebacker, the 6-1, 222- 
Re Smith redshirted in 1994. The fol- 

lowing spring he found himself on the 
other side of the line of scrimmage, switched to 
fullback. 

Linebacker Coach Jeff Rouzie explained. 
“That year we were pretty deep in linebackers, 
but we needed help at fullback,” Rouzie said. 
“It’s frequently true that fullbacks and lineback- 
ers have the same type bodies. Out of the group 
of linebackers we had, Ivy Williams (Bama’s 
running backs coach) decided Trevis was the 
guy he wanted to work with. That’s because 
Trevis is a team player and he’s very coachable.” 

Smith made it onto the depth chart in 1995 


I: things had gone according to plan, Trevis 
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Alabama’s Gain 


Yr 


Trevis Smith was all set to go to Auburn, but the Tigers failed to come through on their promise of a 
scholarship. Alabama had a grant left to give, and Bama landed the former all-state star. In his first 
three seasons he has been a starter both at fullback and at linebacker, where he is playing this year. 


and as a redshirt freshman saw action in every 
game, primarily on special teams, although he 
was also a back-up at fullback, truly a patch- 
work position that season. Among the fullbacks 


Barry Fikes Photo 
in addition to Smith were Patrick Hape and 
Josh Niblett (both of whom were natural tight 
ends), Ed Scissum and Taurus Turner, What lit- 
ue playing time Smith got at fullback was as a 
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blocker. He had but one run, that but for two 
yards, in mop-up duty against North Texas. 

Last year Scissum returned as the starter and 
Smith was his back-up, at least until the 
Tennessee game. Scissum suffered a broken arm 
in that contest and Smith moved up to starter 
for the last half of the season. The fullback’s job 
is to block and Smith did that very well. 
Playing 70 snaps against LSU, he was the lead 
blocker as Shaun Alexander set an Alabama 
record with 291 yards rushing. He was in on 60 
snaps against Mississippi State, a game in 
which two tailbacks, Dennis Riddle and 
Alexander, both rushed for over 100 yards. 

Fullback may be considered as one of the skill 
positions at a lot of schools, but Smith had only 
five carries for only 25 yards and only four pass 
receptions for only 39 yards. Fullback at Alabama 
in 1995 and 1996 was primarily blocker. 

But Smith was happy to make the move. “I 
looked at it as an opportunity to play,” he said. 
“It was different at first, but 1 got a lot of repeti- 
tions and I learned my main responsibility was 
to block. I’m not a selfish person, so it didn't 
matter to me if I got the ball or not. 1 enjoyed 
blocking and watching the running backs run 
down the field. | felt good when my block 
helped open a hole.” 


ast spring, Alabama's coaches once again 
took inventory and decided that fullback 


would be okay, particularly with the plan 
to spend part of the time in a split backfield in 
which two tailbacks could play together. But 
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there were problems at linebacker. 

And so back across the line of scrimmage 
went Smith, out of the white practice jersey re- 
served for first team offense and into the crim- 
son shirt worn by first team defensive players in 
Bama practices. 

“Trevis is very versatile and very athletic, and 
Coach (Mike) DuBose felt that he could come 
back to linebacker and be a starter,” Rouzie said. 
“And Trevis is such a team player, a guy who 
wants to play wherever he can help the team.” 

Smith said the transition back to defense 
wasn't too difficult. “With a new coaching staff, 
we were rebuilding our offense and our de- 
fense,” he said. “It was like starting all over for 
everyone, so I had time to learn.” 

Now Smith is the starter at weakside 
linebacker. 

Rouzie pointed out that the name “weakside 
linebacker,” which is called “Will” in football 
nomenclature (“Mike” is middle linebacker and 
“Sam” is strongside linebacker), is a bit mis- 
leading. “The strongside linebacker is more of a 
cover guy who has more outside responsibility, 
whereas the weakside linebacker still has man- 
to-man responsibility, but he’s inside; what we 
call ‘in the box.’ ” To further clarify, Smith said 
the strongside linebacker lines up and plays off 
the tight end, whereas the weakside linebacker 
plays five yards off the line of scrimmage. “The 
weakside linebacker covers running backs and 
wide receivers, depending on what coverage 
we're in,” Smith said. 

Rouzie said Smith possesses excellent leg 


strength, which enables him to get real good 
explosion. The coach said that with Smith play- 
ing defensive end in high school and being ac- 
customed to playing with his hands on the 
ground, that he’s still getting used to playing 
standing wp. “He had never played linebacker 
before, so it’s still a new position to him. On de- 
fense, everything starts with your eyes, and 
right now he doesn’t see everything. The only 
way to get that is through repetitions and expe- 
rience. 

Smith, who bench presses 340 pounds, squats 
560 and runs a 4.6-second 40-yard dash, said 
he feels he’s better against the run than against 
the pass. “Like everyone else, I'm still learning,” 
he said. “I feel my strength is running to the 
ball and attacking the play on the lead block. 
The area that I need to improve the most is my 
pass coverage.” 

Rouzie said, “Trevis is a good young man. 
He’s a first class person. He's pleasant to work 
with. I enjoy coaching him and being around 
him. He's a very up-beat man. He's very consci- 
entious.” 

Smith is one of the team’s quiet guys, a bit of 
a loner even. For relaxation he likes to take his 
motorcycle out. “I've got a medium-sized bike,” 
he said. “I enjoy riding. I don’t speed or go off 
road. | like to cruise.” 

Smith said he holds no grudge against 
Auburn, that he understands now how a school 
could have offered him a scholarship, then not 
been able to deliver on its promise. And 
Auburn's loss has been Alabama’ gain. 
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Former ‘Tweener’ Now A Starter 


by Craig Threlkeld 


Freshman has taken over 
the important offensive 
line position of center 


college football recruiters are naturally 

happy to be able to get a lineman who is 
a little faster than most or, for instance, a de- 
fensive back who is a little bigger than most. 
The concern is not making a mistake and 
getting a lineman who has that speed, but is 
not quite big enough; or the defensive back 
who has good size, but isn’t quite fast 
enough. These players are labeled 
“Tweeners,” meaning they are between the 
right size and speed for various positions, 
and as such they often become suspects 
rather than prospects. 

In 1995 Paul Hogan, a prep senior at 
famed Valdosta (Georgia) High School earned 
all-state honors and was selected to play in 
the Georgia team in the Florida-Georgia All- 
Star game. He had previously been named to 
the Georgia Super 11 team and recognized as 
a Prep Senior to Watch by Street & Smith and 
was an all-region selection. 

But those notices notwithstanding, Hogan's 
phone was disturbingly silent insofar as calls 
from college football recruiters. A few letters and 
a few knocks on the door were cause for encour- 
agement, but still the process wasn’t going as 
Hogan had hoped and reasonably expected. In 
the minds of many, Hogan was a Tweener. 

“I really wasn’t highly recruited coming 
out of high school, which was somewhat of a 
surprise to me,” Hogan said. “I think my size 
scared a lot of schools away.” 

Coaches at smaller schools such as 
Kentucky Head Coach Hal Mumme, then at 
Valdosta State, showed interest in Hogan, but 
Paul was after a bigger pond. Alabama 
Linebacker Coach Jeff Rouzie was one of the 
coaches who visited and watched Hogan 
play, and Rouzie saw potential in the young 
man’s ability. At 240 pounds, Hogan was un- 
dersized for a Division I center, his recruited 
position. Rouzie remembers very well how 
Hogan would not let Alabama give up on 
him. 

“| knew his high school coach, Nick 
Hyder, very well and he really felt like Paul 
could play at this level,” Rouzie said. “I saw 
him play and came back thinking that he 
had potential, and that he could get up to 
about 270 or so and play well. But it was 
Paul who really recruited himself to 
Alabama. What he’s done to this point says a 
lot about what Coach Hyder saw in him in 
high school.” 


14 


E looking for the best possible players, 


Paul Hogan has been a particularly pleasant surprise for Alabama's football team as he has been able to 
take over the important center position in his redshirt freshman season. His play enabled Bama to 


move Michael Ray to offensive right tackle. 


Hogan committed very early and then 
signed with the Crimson Tide. There was 
more than a little controversy among 
Alabama fans, who thought Bama coaches 
shouldn't take a player who was not ranked 
as a blue chip prospect by the recruiting 
publications. 

But all of the talk about Hogan was not 
negative. Hogan drew regional and national 
attention while still a prep for something 
that wasn’t even football related. Hogan's 
coach, the legendary Nick Hyder, was origi- 
nally set to carry the Olympic torch as it 
passed through the southern Georgia area on 
its way to Atlanta for the 1996 Olympic 
Games. But Hyder died in May before he was 
scheduled to run in July. 

Hogan had been team captain in 1995. “It 
was really a bad situation,” Hogan said. “The 
principal came to me and asked me if I want- 
ed to run. It was an honor to do something 
like that for such a great coach, because he 
cared about everybody. 

“Some of the speeches he would give us 


Barry Fikes Photo 


were just amazing. He was such a great fa- 
ther figure and a great motivator. I’m sure 
they still miss him down there.” 


ogan reported to fall practice last year 
Hetewne that senior John Causey and 

junior Michael Ray both would be in 
front of him. And once practice began, 
Hogan agreed that a redshirt season was in 
order for him. “Last year I really didn’t think 
1 was ready to compete with these guys,” he 
said. “I knew I was undersized and | knew I 
was going to have to gain some weight. I was 
willing, but I just didn’t have the tools. I just 
took that redshirt year as an opportunity to 
grow up. 

“The toughest part about it was watching 
the games, because you're so used to playing 
all of the time. I consider the games the fun 
part, I don’t think anyone really enjoys prac- 
tice.” 

During his redshirt season in 1996, Hogan 
and starting center John Causey developed a 
relationship of mentor and pupil. Working 


‘Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide/NOVEMBER "97 


solely with the scout team, Hogan watched 
Causey in an effort to emulate the success of 
last season's second-team All-SEC center. In 
addition, Causey passed along and continues 
to provide tips to Hogan. 

“IT watched John every chance | got, because 
he was a great center,” Hogan said. “I still talk 
with him and ask him about the different 
teams and their personnel and what they do. 

“He sees me on the sideline during a game 
and lets me know when I'm doing something 
wrong, either in technique or against a guy 
that I'm facing because he started for three 
years and he knows what each one will try to 
do against me.” 

Hogan built on his redshirt season by 
working hard this summer. Remaining in 
Tuscaloosa the entire summer, Paul put him- 
self in the hands of Strength and 
Conditioning Coach Terry Jones. A tough 
off-season regimen improved Hogan’s 
strength, as he now bench presses nearly 400 
pounds, while bulking up the nearly 30 extra 
pounds he added prior to summer, Stronger 
and heavier at 265 pounds, Hogan was ready 
to make a move in the depth chart. 

Hogan moved into the number two center 
spot behind Michael Ray during Alabama's 
spring practice and coaches expected their 
diamond in the rough to begin paying divi- 
dends. Now working with the second-team 
offense, Hogan not only was afforded the op- 
portunity to prove himself, but was now able 


to work closely with new Offensive Line . 


Coach Neil Callaway. 

“The thing I like about Coach Callaway is 
that he doesn't care who you are, or where 
you came from, or how big or small you 
are,” Hogan said. “If you can play, then 
you're going to play, He’s going to put the 
five best out there, and now he’s starting to 
get a feel for us and he knows what we can 
do, so he’s going to push us.” 

Hogan is quick to give thanks for his op- 
portunities, and his biggest came about a 
month prior to Bama’s opening game with 


Houston. Hogan remembers one day the po- 
sition list posted on the locker room door 
showed a move of Michael Ray from center 
to tackle, opening the door for Hogan at cen- 
ter with the first team offense. 

“I was surprised when I saw it, but it was 
another opportunity and | took it and ran,” 
Hogan said. “Before the season started | 
knew that there was a small chance that this 
opportunity would come along, but I just 
wanted to help the team in any way that I 
could. People ask me about the pressure of 
starting as a freshman, but I really don’t see it 
like that. I just go out and try to have fun be- 
cause I love playing football.” 

Causey said, “It didn’t surprise me when | 
saw that he was the starting center, because | 
knew all along that he would play.” The for- 
mer Tide center added, “I was just hoping 
that he wouldn’t move up to starter while I 
was still here.” 


ne reason for Hogan's early success 

was a familiarity with the style of of- 

fense that Bruce Arians instituted 
when he came to Alabama. While many 
players struggled with the many changes in 
tactics and terminology, Hogan had already 
seen much of Arians’ style in high school. 

“As a matter of fact, it was some of the 
exact same plays that we ran in high school,” 
Hogan said. “It wasn't really that big of a 
change for me, because we ran a lot of shot- 
gun, and once you do it so much it becomes 
habit.” 

Along with playing center his senior sea- 
son, Hogan also handled long snapping and 
field goal duties, an example of thinking 
ahead with an attempt to market his abilities 
to college coaches. “I figured the more things 
you can do, the better chance you have to get 
on the field, so | tried everything,” he said. 

So was Hogan truly a super find, or was his 
status as a tweener simply underestimation? 
According to Causey, Hogan has what it 
takes. And he should know. “First of all the 


guy’s got what it takes to be a football player,” 
Causey said. “He's tough mentally and physi- 
cally, and he was asked to start in his very 
first ball game. That tells you that they (the 
coaches) have a lot of confidence in him.” 

As a freshman, Hogan's accomplishment is 
quite noteworthy by Alabama standards. 
Paul is the first freshman to start at center 
for the Crimson Tide since Roger Schultz did 
in 1987, and he was the first freshman to 
open the season as starting center since Wes 
Neighbors in 1983. 

Now at 265 pounds, Hogan said he can ef- 
fectively play at that weight but hopes to 
eventually play at 280 pounds. 

“He's got all of the tools to be a great one,” 
Causey said. “He is always wanting to learn 
and I've been fortunate to have been there to 
help him, 

“There are those who say that he is still un- 
dersized, but when you start talking about 
heart and want-to, you can't measure that. 
Tobie (Sheils, starting center for Bama’s 1992 
national champions and AII-SEC in 1993) 
was considered undersized, and I guess I was 
too. If you don’t weight 300 pounds at center 
you'll be called undersized.” 

Following Alabama's performance in the 
season-opener with Houston, the offense 
seems to have struggled at times and of 
course the offensive line will often draw a 
good share of the blame and criticism. But 
for Hogan and his partners on the front, 
things are only getting better. “I feel like we 
(the offensive linemen) have gotten better as 
the season has gone on,” Hogan said, “I real- 
ly don’t know what has happened, but the 
coaches will get us on track and we'll contin- 
ue to improve. That's all you can expect. 

“For me personally, | am fortunate because 
God placed me in the right place at the right 
time,” Hogan added. “All I want to do is go 
out and play my best, because opportunities 
like this one don’t come along that often and 
you have to take full advantage of them. 
That's my plan.” 
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500 Limited Editions 5000 Open Editions 
$75.00 Signed and _—_ Unsigned 
Numbered with Lithographs 
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Bronze Coin 

Add $120 
for framing 
Add $6 
S/H on prints 
Add $10 
S/H framed 


50 Artist’s Proofs, 


$150.00 Signed 
and Numbered with 
Two Special Edition 
Coins 


The all-silk Robert Talbot tie is made 
exclusively for the Locker Room and 


is offered in TRUE CRIMSON. $49.50. 
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1218 University Boulevard Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
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The University of Alabama's 
Paul W. Bryant Museum 
Proudly Presents a Historic 
US. Philatelic Milestone 


Bear Bryant 
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FOOTBALL COACH 


4 ha United States Postal Service 
JL commissioned Artist Daniel A. 
Moore to design and create the original 
oil paintings for its Legendary Football 
Coaches Commemorative Stamp Series. 
The Paul W. Bryant postage stamp was 
issued at the Paul W. Bryant Museum 
in Tuscaloosa, Alabama on August 1, 1997. 
The University of Alabama’s Paul W. 
Bryant Museum proudly presents a 
special, once-in-a-lifetime, U.S. Postal 
Philatelic Commemorative Collection. 

This is a very special tribute to Paul 
William “Bear” Bryant. He was truly 
a winner — the coach all others are com- 
pared to. He changed the game. What 
made him proudest though, is that he 
helped mold young boys into men. 

These official, Limited Edition Fine 
Art Postal Lithographs, First Day of 
Issue Postal Commemoratives, and First 
Day of Issue Cachet Covers are a great 
way to relive favorite memories and 


Framed size: 18“ x 22” 


enhance your Daniel Moore collection. 
The University of Alabama’s Paul 
W. Bryant Museum depends on private 
support to maintain excellence in its 
exhibits and programs, in keeping with 
the tradition of quality that is the signa- 
ture of the Bryant football legacy. The 
Paul W. Bryant U.S. Postal Commemorative 
Collection is an excellent way for Crimson 


“Of all the sports paintings I have created, I consi 
Tide football fans and Alumni to support —_ most historically significant — since this is the or 
these efforts and benefit the museumin —_— coaches will receive the special honor of appearin 
its future expansion. U.S. Commemorative Postage Stamp.” 


OFFICIALFIRSTDAYOFISSUE FIRST DAY 
POSTALCOMMEMORATIVES 


Framed size: 20“ x 18" 


OFFICIAL PAUL W BEYANT FIRST DAY OF ISSUE POSTAL COMMEMORATIVE 
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Proceeds Benefit The University of Alabama’s 
Paul W. Bryant Museum. 


‘Ta OFFICIAL, EXCUUSIVE AND AIGEILY COLLECTIBLE 
PAUL W. BRYANT US, POSTAL COMMmEMORATIVE COLLECTION 


LIMITED EDITION LITHOGRAPHS 


Four of football’s greatest coaches are honored in this exclusive 
offering of truly memorable and exquisite fine art lithographs. 
These uncropped images are printed actual size (8 1/4” x 12") 
from the artist’s original oil paintings. Each comes complete 
with corresponding postage stamp. 


REGULAR EDITION: Signed and numbered by the artist. 
Strictly limited to 14,970 prints. 


AYBOAriBiYant Ws vce. eck cee es PPB1 150.00 
BaVinCelOniDana limits, «icc. ssc 0: PVL1 150.00 
C. George Halas ................. PGH1 150.00 
D.Pop Warner ................. PPW1 150.00 
% Matched number set of four ....... MSP1 510.00 


> SIGNATURE EDITION: Each personally signed and numbered 
. bythe artist with the coach’s signature embossed in 24-k gold. 


Strictly limited to 5,000 prints. 


A. BearBryantanan «thee een... . « PPB2 195.00 
B. Vince Lombardi ............... PVL2 195.00 
C. GeorgetHalaS.. Gicas.esss....- PGH2 ‘195.00 
Pon ALliGlas ;.. Teer. . PW2 195.00 
%* Matched number set of four .......MSP2,_ 659.00 


ARTIST’S PROOFS: (Shown at left) Each personally signed an 
numbered by the artist with the coach’s signature embossed in 
24-k gold. Strictly limited to 1,997 prints. 


A. Bear Bryant, “Sameera eer PPB3 295.00 
B. Vince Lombardi...........0.... PVL3 295.00 
C. George Halas .............,05. PGH3 295.00 
D.Pop Warner ..... epee i...PPW3 295.00 
#&Matched.number set of four ....... MSP3 995.00 


CONSERVATION CUSTOM FRAMING 
Available for Lithographs and Postal Commemoratives (as shown), 
add 150.00 each. 


¥ SPECIAL BONUS ($34.95 value) 

A set of the First Day of Issue Cachet Covers will be included 
FREE with each matched set of Limited Edition Lithographs or 
Postal Commemoratives purchased. * 


PAUL W. BRYANT FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 
POSTAL COMMEMORATIVES 


Each features artwork by stamp artist Daniel A. Moore and is 
personally signed and numbered by the artist. Actual Bear 
Bryant stamp Is affixed and cancelled with a specially designed 
Paul W. Bryant Museum First Day of Issue postmark. Coach 
Bryant's authorized signature is stamped in 24-k gold. 


REGULAR EDITION: (Shown at left) Each is personally signed 
and numbered by the artist. Strictly limited to 3,230 sets. 


E. The Goal Line Stand ........... CGLS1 125.00 
FemeGoach& 315.............. C3151 125.00 
OC IUWEM. o-oo ee CLIB1 125.00 
H.Crimson Legacy .........¢.00+-- CCL1,._ 125.00 
¥ Matched number set of four ....... MSC1 450.00 


ARTIST’S EDITION: Sold in sets of four (4) only and strictly 
limited to a total edition size of 323 sets. Includes two (2) 
exquisite 24-k gold embossings. 


%* Matched number set of four ....... MSC3 950.00 


PAUL W. BRYANT FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 
CACHET COVERS 


Covers are published in an open edition. Each cover has a Bear 
Bryant stamp affixed and is cancelled with the First Day of 
Issue postmark. Covers are offered unframed only. 


|. The Goal Line Stand ........... EGLS1 9.95 
J. The Coach& 315 & @......... E3151 9.95 
K. Liberty ......~ 5 S sea al ELIB1 9.95 
L. Crimson Legacy ............... ECL1 9.95 
Complete set of four ................ MSE1 = 34.95 


TO ORDER CALL TOLL-FREE: 


1-800-735-2787 


Phone lines are open 24 hours a day. 


To order Using Check or Money Order Make Payable to: THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA, Box 870385, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487 


ITEM CODE NUMBER 


DESCRIPTION 


FRAMING 


S150 EACH | TOTAL PRICE 


(LJ Please find check or money order payable to: THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 


. (1 Please charge total to my ‘J VISA [J MASTERCARD (J AMERICAN EXPRESS 


CARD # 


= — EXPIRATION DATE ___ 
CARDHOLDER SIGNATURE Ls 


Name 


Address ee — — 
(|) —————aas = __ State SY 
Home phone ( WE —— — 


__ Work phone ( 
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SH#P TO: (Please print plainly. Mustlist street address for FedEx delivery, All prints shipped flat.) 


SHIPPING for lithographs 


and commemoratives: $8 
for each order of unframed SUBTOTAL 
—_____ items. Add $14 for each 


item framed. Allow four to 
+ ALABAMA RESIDENTS 
ADD 8% TAX 
+ TOTAL S/H 


Six weeks delivery, 


Orders subject to acceptance 
— and product availability 
Prices shown do not 
include shipping charges 
and applicable sales tax. 
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FROM THE ARTIST: As an artist, life-time Crimson Tide football fan, and 1976 

graduate of the University of Alabama, | have experienced many wonderful 

a memories of Coach Bryant and the Crimson Tide’s spectacular victories and rich 

39 football tradition. One of the most exciting highlights of my career came almost 

two years ago when | received word from the U.S. Postal Service that | had 

‘@ been chosen to create the artwork for the Commemorative Stamp honoring 
Coach Paul W. “Bear” Bryant. 


| have portrayed Coach Bryant as the “field commander” who led his “troops” 
to victory 323 times in his career. | have used the numbers on the players’ helmets 
to symbolically convey this record. The players are not meant to be portrayals 
of anyone, but are merely representative of the many players that were taught the lessons and values 
in life as well as the game of football under the tutelage of this master coach. Of course, his penetrating 
eyes, set jaw, the old houndstooth hat and his familiar rolled up depth chart were essential elements which 
| knew had to be painted not only correctly, but from my heart. | want this painting to mirror not only 
my love and respect for the man, but that of the millions of people who also loved and respected him. 


Daniel A. Moore 


This panel is a detail from The Coach and 315, the inspiration for the Bear Bryant Stamp design. 
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NEWLIFEART,INC. - 3 : » tes Bulk Rate 
3600 Lornaridge Drive te ; U.S. Postage 
Birmingham, Alabama 35216 © a PAID 


Birmingham, AL 
. Permit No.1378 


AVERY SPECIAL PHILATELIC COMMEMORATIVE! 


A PHILATELIC MILESTONE: The United States Postal Service dedicated its 
Legendary Football Coaches series of postage stamps at the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio on July 25, 1997. In his remarks, Michael S. 
Coughlin, Deputy Postmaster General said, “ Bryant... Lombardi... Halas... 
Warner... by any measure, these men stand for greatness, determination 
and victory. These men shaped the game of football for others to play. These 


men gave football its grit and its glory. They won a lot of games, by first = — . Titiontar 1 oa 
winning hearts and minds. They taught the fundamentals: the blocking and . —\ 
tackling and toughness that lead to triumph. They preached the importance ° 


of hard work and preparation, and the value and necessity of teamwork. Nae we ss 
They instilled a winning attitude, a fierce determination to succeed. And in 19) GY | 
SO doing, they turned young men into champions, and inspired us as a R NS 
nation to pursue excellence as they did: every season, every game, every 

snap of the ball. The Postal Service is pleased to recognize these legendary 

football coaches. Today, these outstanding leaders take their rightful place 

in the Postal Stamp Hall of Fame, alongside two centuries of great American 

heroes from all walks of life. Let these stamps lead our nation in one more 

grateful cheer, a cheer to football's father figures, the legendary coaches 


who inspired us all to work hard, and never yield, until we are victorious.” 
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Presented By The University of Alabama's Paul W. Bryant Museum 
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Published and Distributed by New Life Art, Inc. * 3600 Lornaridge Drive, Birmingham, AL 35216  www.hewlifeart.com 


© 1997 New Life Art, Inc. 3600\Lornaridge Drive, Birmingham, AL 35216. Stamp design © 1997 United'States Postal Service, allirights reserved. TM/© 1997 Estate of Paul W. Bryant under license authorized 
by the Paul W, Bryant Estate. Vince Lombardi™ © 1997 Estate of Vince Lombardi c/o CMG Worldwide Inc. Team uniform designs, helmet designs, and logos'are registered trademarks of the teams indicated, 
Officially Licensed Product. Brochure Design: Ovid Ricketson, Birmingham, Alabama. 


Marie Robbins: 


What’s A 
Nice Girl 
Like Her 
Doing In A 
Job Like 
This? 

by Kirk McNair 


Former Tide gymnastics 
star is now in charge 
of compliance program 


nce upon a time, compliance was of 

little concern to Alabama supporters. 

NCAA probation was a topic at 
places like Auburn and throughout the state 
of Mississippi. The NCAA had never had 
reason to even investigate Alabama's football 
program, much less find Bama in violation 
of rules. But in 1994 that changed. Even 
though the NCAAs Infractions Committee 
chairman was proved to be incompetent and 
required to apologize to Alabama, and the 
NCAA forced to fork over big bucks to for- 
mer Tide Faculty Chairman of Athletics Dr. 
Tom Jones because of its errors, the exten- 
sive damage to Alabama’s football program 
had been done. Moreover, Bama (which was 
in fact guilty on two counts) now had to be 
sure it had returned to its squeaky clean 
ways. For one thing, a school repeatedly 
guilty of violations faces dire penalties. And 
one can't help but wonder what a vengeful 
chairman of the Infractions Committee 
might do with a second shot at the school 
that exposed his inadequacies. 

Ordinarily, not even the most devout fol- 
lowers of a college football team know the 
official in charge of compliance. The compli- 
ance officer is charged with making sure 
that all student-athletes are eligible for par- 
ticipation. To not hear that person’s name is 
good, because the compliance officers name 
usually reaches the public only when some- 
thing has the potential to be bad. 

Most Bama fans first learned that Marie 


Marie Robbins graduated from law school at 

Alabama, then went to work for the SEC in com- 

pliance before taking over those duties for her 
alma mater. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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Robbins was Alabama's associate director of 


athletics for compliance when the Michael 
Myers affair came to light. Myers was held 
out of competition following receipt of in- 
formation from the NCAA and the 
Southeastern Conference that Myers may 
have been given extra benefits from an 
agent. Robbins was the point person on the 
in-house investigation in early September. 
Ultimately, Myers, an All-America defensive 
lineman, was dismissed from the team. 
Robbins’ investigation found not only that 
Myers had received money from an agent, 
but that he had not been forthcoming in the 
investigation. Of the two wrongs, the first 
might have been correctable, but the second 
was unacceptable. 

The 1994 sanctions against Alabama have 
much to do with Marie Robbins now being 
on the job at Alabama. When Bob Bockrath 
took over as Alabama’s director of athletics, 
he made it clear that filling that position 
with the most able person available was top 
priority. 

Bockrath noted that Robbins was recom- 
mended by SEC Commissioner Roy Kramer. 
“Not with a lot of enthusiasm, because the 
commissioner didn’t want to lose her,” 
Bockrath added. “But he knew Marie was an 
Alabama graduate and very capable and that 
we needed someone.” 

Robbins is a good bit more than just an 
Alabama graduate. The Lorton, Virginia, na- 
tive was a highly-regarded gymnast who be- 
came the focus of an Alabama-Georgia re- 
cruiting battle. Bama’s Sarah Patterson, with 
a little help from Marie's mother, won that 
battle. After making her recruiting trips, 
Marie said she had made up her mind to at- 
tend Georgia. However, Marie's mother had 
made her own recruiting trips, going sepa- 
rately from her daughter to the schools 
(other than Utah) which had recruited 
Marie. Mother said that Alabama, not 
Georgia, was where she wanted her daugh- 
ter, 

“It was kind of a knock-down, drag-out 
fight,” Marie said. “But eventually | came to 
my senses. And I’ve never looked back. It 
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Marie Robbins was an outstanding performer for Coach Sarah Patterson’s Alabama gymnastics team. 


Robbins said that her experience as an athlete continues to help her. 


was the right choice for me and I'd do it 
again. One thing it points out is that a 17- 
year-old is making one of the biggest deci- 
sions of his or her life, and 95 per cent of 
them do it without any help.” 

Robbins decision was a bitter blow to 
Georgia Coach Suzanne Yoculan, part of 
what is considered to be something of an 
Alabama-Georgia gymnastics feud. “Sarah 
said that when | announced I was going to 
Alabama, that’s when it started,” Robbins 
said. “She puts that burden on me.” 

Robbins was extraordinary in every re- 
spect at Alabama. Despite suffering a knee 
injury that required surgery late in her ju- 
nior season, she earned All-America and was 
Southeastern Conference all-around cham- 
pion. She excelled in the classroom as well, 
winning the 1990 Paul “Bear” Bryant Award 
as Alabama's top female student-athlete and 
alter graduating magna cum laude she was 


Kent Gidley Photo 
awarded an SEC Post-Graduate Scholarship. 
She entered Alabama's law school in 1990 
and graduated in 1993. 


hen Marie Robbins looked at her 
future, she knew that she did not 
intend to practice law. And she 


knew she wanted to stay involved in athlet- 
ics. So what did she attempt to do? It’s 
somewhat ironic that among the jobs she 
sought was that of sports agent. 

“I was scrambling for anything,” she said. 
“I wrote to a lot of agents. | would send out 
a form letter and a resume and they would 
send me back a form letter.” The form letter 
she received was always negative. 

“I wanted to stay in athletics, either at the 
collegiate or professional level, and the col- 
legiate level was more natural,” Robbins 
said. 

In her final two years of law school, 


A subscription to BAMA, INSIDE 
THE CRIMSON TIDE, is the best way 
for Alabama fans to keep up with 
their favorite team. 

‘BAMA includes 10 magazines 
and 14 newsletters. 

While the emphasis is on foot- 
ball and football recruiting, ALL 
Alabama men’s and women's 
sports are covered. 
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card order to 1-205-345-1260 or 
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Robbins worked in Alabama’ athletics aca- 
demic center. And in her final year, in 1993, 
she helped Sarah Patterson as meet director 
for the SEC Gymnastics Championships, 
which Alabama hosted. “It was through that 
task that | learned about an internship avail- 
able at the SEC,” she said. 

Because of her scholarship money, 
Robbins said she was able to finish law 
school debt free. “And so while all my class- 
mates were getting these high-paying jobs in 
law firms, | was able to take a $15,000 a 
year internship at the SEC.” She said, “1 
didn't need to graduate first in my class, be- 
cause | knew | wasn’t going to practice.” 
(Nevertheless, she graduated in the top third 
of her class and passed the bar exam on her 
first attempt out of law school.) 

In her first year at the conference office 
she worked in event management. But 
Robbins was also given some flexibility and 
at the end of her first year she was offered 
the opportunity to stay for a second year, 
working in the area of compliance. She be- 
came a full-time SEC staff member in 
February, 1995, and then n September she 
was named Director of Institutional and 
Student Services. She said she was fortunate 
to work with John Gordy, whom, Robbins 
said, “had a high road view of the student- 
athlete,” 

The SEC was handling the national letter- 
of-intent program, and Marie was given 
those responsibilities. She describes it as a 
job of headaches because it always involved 
someone in distress, but said she thinks she 
got valuable exposure to handling problem 
situations. 

That led to a major undertaking, a pro- 
gram whereby she went to all SEC schools 
which requested her to evaluate the schools’ 
compliance programs. One school that did 
not ask for such an evaluation: Alabama. 

Robbins admitted that when she first 
learned of the opening at Alabama she hesi- 
tated before going after it. “For one thing, 
there were coaches here who had been here 
when | was a student-athlete,” she said. “But 
it was primarily because Alabama is a big- 
time, high-profile school.” 

However, conversations with her boss, 
SEC Commissioner Roy Kramer, and with 
her old gymnastics coach, Sarah Patterson, 
convinced her to apply. 

In September, 1996, Robbins had an ap- 
pointment with Bockrath, new on the job as 
Alabama's athletics director. “I interviewed 
on Wednesday or Thursday, he offered me 
the job the next Monday, and I was in my 
office the next week,” Robbins said. 


though Alabama had not requested 
Ati to evaluate its compliance 

plan, Alabama got that evaluation. “It 
was the first thing | did when | came in,” 
she said. She noted there wasn’t any point in 
having the SEC do that her first year be- 
cause Robbins knew all the steps in the eval- 
uation process. But Bama will be evaluated 
in January by the SEC. 
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“1 think it was helpful that I had done that 
for the conference before coming here be- 
cause | had seen the best of everyone's com- 
pliance programs,” Robbins said. 

Prior to Robbins’ arrival, each sport han- 
dled compliance in its own way. Now every- 
thing is centralized in Robbins’ office and is 
more efficient. “It required more work in 
some cases and less in some,” she said. “But 
the whole idea is to have more than one set 
of eyes looking to make sure things are done 
right.” 

Now everything is by the book at 
Alabama. Indeed, Robbins wrote the book. 
It's a thick, spiral-bound manual used by all 
sports. The manual covers every aspect of 
contact with a potential student-athlete, 
Robbins feels it is particularly helpful to 
new staff members. 

She noted that prior to her arrival there 
was too little put into writing and the area of 
accountability was sometimes vague. Now 
there are strict in-house guidelines. “If 
you're dealing with Marie, you are dealing in 
uiplicate,” said one Alabama coach. But lest 
someone think Robbins is resented by the 
coaching staff, that same coach said nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

“We know Marie is on our team,” the 
coach said, 

“All our coaches and student-athletes 
know I’m not the police,” Robbins said. “I 
want us to have the best program in every 
sport, but it's got to be within the rules. And 
no one wants to break rules. | try to help 
them. Sometimes the answer is 'No,’ but 
they know I’ve researched it.” 

She said she asks for input from all coach- 
es before any policy is implemented. She 
said she and her staff of five are always ac- 
cessible to all coaches, and she has found all 
the coaches to be accessible to her. “My col- 
leagues in the SEC would love to have the 
relationship with their coaches that | have 
here,” she said. 

Robbins can point to her background in 
gymnastics as having been helpful to her in 
her career. “As an athlete, you learn to struc- 
ture your day. You know that you can't stay 
up until two in the morning and then be 
productive the next day. So when other stu- 
dents were going out to lunch, | took my 
lunch to school and spent that time in the li- 
brary. Also as an athlete you are used to 
being tired physically, and | think that 
helped me when I was tired mentally. 
Finally, as an athlete in college you are a 
member of a team and you have to work 
with a wide variety of people. You realize 
later that all those things about being a team 
player are true.” 

Bockrath said, “1 feel sure that her 
achievements as a student and an athlete 
here have been an asset to Marie in the ex- 
cellent job she has done. Her knowledge and 
her organizational skills are strengths. And 
her strongest suit, I believe, is her ability to 
organize and to write. She can put on paper 
events and circumstances in a way that real- 
ly presents our case.” 
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Tide Continues Upward Spiral 


by Andrew Varble Il 


Horton has been architect 
of Tide’s rebuilding effort 


here must be days that fourth year head 
| coach Chuck Horton feels more like an ar- 
chitect than a coach. He has spent the past 
three years working to build the men’s and 
women’s swimming and diving teams into Top 10 
powers. His work has started to see fruition as 
both the men and women’s team made it into the 
top 25 nationally last season and are set for better 
finishes this year. 

Over the last three years, Horton has worked 
tirelessly to rebuild a men’s team that had been 
decimated by graduation just before his arrival. 
In all, eight members of the Tide's 94 squad were 
gone, including four All-America performers. To 
make matters worse for the former Villanova 
head man, during the transition between former 
Tide Coach Jonty Skinner and Horton, Alabama 
lost a whole recruiting class. The men who 


would have been seniors this season never made 
it to campus. If that class was here, Horton's re- 
building process would be nearly complete. 

As itis, the Tide has made major headway with 
just three classes. His efforts have already brought 
Alabama back into the top 25 nationally with a 
23rd place finish at last season's NCAA 
Championships. The best part of that finish is 
that three freshmen, a sophomore and a senior 
did the scoring, which means nearly all of the 
Tide's points from last year return. “We're one 
class away from being a great team,” Horton said. 
“We already have a good team; we're just not very 
deep. Everyone will have to contribute for us to 
be successful this season.” 

Diver Brent Roberts has been Alabama's ace 
over the past two seasons, After a strong first year 
in 1996, the upcoming junior turned it up last 
season, bringing home a pair of Southeastern 
Conference titles and easily reeling in the SEC 
Diver of the Year award. He then earned All- 
America honors off the one-meter board and 10- 
meter platform at the NCAA Championships. His 
third place finish off the platform was the highest 
Bama individual NCAA finish of the Horton era. 
With another year of experience under his belt, 
Roberts has the potential to sweep all three 


boards at the SEC Championships. He could also 
pick up Alabama's first NCAA Championship 
since 1983, having the potential to be the nation’s 
best on the platform. He will also serve as co-cap- 
tain of the Alabama men’s team. 

For his work with the Tide’ diving corps, Pat 
Greenwell was named SEC Diving Coach of the 
Year, the fourth time in seven years he has been 
so honored. It marks the ninth time since 1981 
that an Alabama diving coach has earned that dis- 
tinction. 

In addition to Greenwell, Horton is assisted by 
17-year veteran Vance Rose, Ed Reed (who also 
serves as director of the Alabama Aquatics 
Center) and former Tide All-America Katie 
Williams Gilbert. 

Diving is Alabama's strongest event and it is 
also its deepest. In addition to Roberts, SEC 10- 
meter finalist Alan Rose returns for his sopho- 
more campaign while Alabama has added prep 
standout Mike Ames. 

Also strong, and getting stronger, is the Tide's 
sprint corps. Sophomores Mark Jollands, Glen 
Walshaw and Chris Wood and junior Kris Fisher 
make up a potent core of speed. Jollands and 
Walshaw earned honorable mention All-America 
honors last season as part of the Tide’s 14th place 


Expected to help the Alabama swimming and diving teams get back among the nation’s top ten this year are (left to right) Jill DeVasher, Brent Roberts, Mark 


Jollands and Nora Zhong. Both Tide squads ranked in the nation’s top 25 last year and should both be improved in 1997-98. 
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800 freestyle relay team. The duo also finaled in 
the 200 freestyle at the SEC Championships. 
Jollands will not only swim the sprint events, but 
also middle distance freestyle. 

Wood posted the 10th fastest 50 freestyle time 
in Tide history at the 1997 SEC Championships. 
Fisher spent most of last season in the backstroke 
lane, posting Alabama's seventh fastest 100 back- 
stroke time ever leading off the Tides 400 medley 
relay at the 1997 SEC Championships. Fisher, in 
1996, swam the seventh fastest 50 freestyle in 
Tide history. 

Jollands, Walshaw and Wood all have the bene- 
fit of experience this season, having spent last 
year adjusting to college life and the rigors of 
swimming in the nation’s fastest conference. Add 
Fisher to the trio and you have a powerful sprint 
group that will help the Tide not only with indi- 
vidual points but will also serve as the mainstay 
of Alabama's relays. 

Sophomores Matt Pendleton and Rick Pratt and 
juniors Mare Schrader and Sean Muncie will all 
see action in the middle distance to distance 
events. Pendleton scored at the SEC 
Championships as part of the Tide's 200 freestyle 
relay. In addition to Prats contribution in the 
pool, he was chosen by his teammates to act in a 
leadership role as the 1998 team captain, quite an 
honor for a sophomore. Schrader was Alabama's 
top distance ace last season, scoring in both the 
500 and 1650 freestyles at the SEC 
Championships. Muncie will again see action in 
the distance lane as well as the 400 individual 
medley. 

Sophomore Carter Hull along with freshmen 
Philippe Rousseau and Matt Wilsie will swim 
butterfly for the Tide, Hull was the Tide's top 
flyer last season, scoring in both the 100 and 200 
butterfly at the SEC Championships. Rousseau 
was a consolation finalist in the 200 butterfly at 
the 1996 Canadian Olympic Trials while Wilsie 
scored in the 100 and 200 butterfly at the 1997 
Senior National Championships, 

Fisher will be the Tide’s main backstroker, 
along with some help by Rousseau. Freshman 
Todd Smith is the Tide's lone breaststroker at this 
point, although Horton may switch someone into 
the breaststroke by the time the championship 
season rolls around. 


n the women’s side, Horton has had a 
(eens easier job. He inherited a 

strong team and has taken steps to make 
it even better. His 16-woman squad is made up of 
four seniors, four juniors, five sophomores and 
three freshmen. With a solid mixture of talent 
and experience Alabama should improve on last 
years 22nd place finish at the NCAA 
Championships. 

“We're a pretty solid team on the womens side, 
but like the men we need contributions from ev- 
eryone on our roster to live up to our potential,” 
Horton said, 

The big gun returning for Alabama this year 
will be sophomore Nora Zhong. Zhong earned 
honorable mention All-American honors as part 
of the Tide's 200 freestyle relay and 200-medley 
relay. She also finaled at the SEC Championships 
in the 50 freestyle and 100 butterfly as well as 
scoring in the 100 backstroke. Her times in the 
50 freestyle, 100 backstroke and 100 butterfly all 
figure in the Tide's all-time top-10 list. Zhong 
greatest strength is her versatility, giving Alabama 
a variety of options both in individual events and 
relays. 

Seniors Karen Jones and Laura Lloyd will be 
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leading Alabama in and out of the pool. The duo 
serves as the Tide’s captains for the 1997-98 sea- 
son. Jones is one of the fastest butterfliers in Tide 
history, having posted the fifth fastest 100 and 
200 fly time on Alabama’ all-time top-10 list. She 
has also seen time in the individual medley. She is 
a three-year honorable mention All-American as 
part of the Tide's medley relays. Lloyd is a mem- 
ber of the Tide’ sprint stable, having earned hon- 
orable mention All-America honors in 1995 on 
the Tide’s freestyle relays. 

Junior Jenny Dudley, the school record holder 
in the 200 backstroke, and freshman Emily 
Donohue will comprise the Tide’s backstroke 
corps. Dudley scored in the 100 and 200 back- 
stroke at the 1996 NCAA Championships, earn- 
ing her honorable mention All-American honors. 
Dudley had an off year in 1997, but looks to re- 
turn to form in 98. Donohue was the 1997 
Virginia State champion in the 200 backstroke. 

Sophomore Sarah Burns scored in the 50 
freestyle at last year’s SEC Championships and 
the Tide will again look to her in the sprint 
freestyle events, both individually and on relays. 
Sophomore Michelle Wise will also see action in 
the freestyle events, mostly in the sprint arena. 

With the graduation of All-America Ann-Sofie 
Joensson, school record holder in the 1650 
freestyle, the distance lane will belong to fresh- 
man Emma Olsson. While strongest in the long 
distance events, Olsson has the versatility to 
swim any distance from the 100 to the 1650 
freestyle, a great advantage for the Tide, especially 
in relay events, Returner Jackie Slingerland 


scored in both the 500 and 1650 freestyle last 
season as a freshman at the SEC Championships. 
She and Olsson should give Alabama a solid dis- 
tance lineup. 

Breaststroke is Alabama's deepest event, with 
the Tide’s lineup consisting of sophomore Brooke 
Donoho and juniors Keri Coy and Ryann Taylor. 
Coy and Donoho both scored at last years SEC 
Championships in the 100 and 200 breaststroke. 
Donoho earned honorable mention All-America 
as part of the Tide’s 200 medley relay 
. Taylor, a versatile swimmer, made an immediate 
impact in several events as a freshman, but was 
sidelined for most of last season after knee 
surgery in the fall. With successful rehabilitation 
behind her, Taylor should once again be a force in 
the breaststroke events as well as being the Tide's 
top individual medley swimmer. Taylor has post- 
ed times that rank among Alabama‘ all-time top 
10 in the 200 and 400 individual medley events 
and 200 breaststroke. Senior Maria Elm has seen 
extensive action in the individual medley during 
her career and has added depth in the breast- 
stroke events. 

Senior Jill DeVasher, a native of Tuscaloosa, will 
be leading Alabama in diving this season. The sis- 
ter of former Tide All-America swimmer Amy 
DeVasher, Jill scored off two boards at the 1997 
SEC Championships, including finaling off the 
10-meter platform. Sophomore Jen Buffington is 
the Tide's other returning diver. She scored off the 
one-meter and 10-meter at the 1997 SEC 
Championships and is considered the Tide's top 
one-meter diver. 
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EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


EBSCO MEDIA 
¥ 


EMA cesco MEDIA 


801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 
(205) 323-1508 


deeiven of 
EBSCO 
Industries, 
inc, 


Prep Prospects: 


A Look At State’s Backs, Receivers 


by Craig Threlkeld 


Alabama has large number 
of highly-skilled players 


hile it is frequently more impor- 
tant to sign the big men who play 
in the trenches, invariably the 


most attention in football recruiting is fo- 
cused on the skill position players, the ones 
who have the big statistics and scores. 

There is no question that it is critical 10 
have the quarterbacks, running backs, wide 
receivers and defensive backs to have a suc- 
cessful team, and all of those positions are 
expected to rank high in importance among 
Alabama coaches on the recruiting trail this 
year. Bama already has a major commitment 
from one top skilled player in the state, but 
there are likely to be others joining the 
Crimson Tide when signings begin in 
February. 


ere is a look at some of the top skill 
position players in Alabama, This 


compilation is based upon newspa- 
per and recruiting publication lists and is 
not The University of Alabama's recruiting 
list. Prospects are listed in alphabetical 
order, 

Mac Campbell is a 5-10, 185-pound run- 
ning back from Alexandria. The jury was 
out on Campbell to begin the season due to 
a bout with meningitis that sidelined him 
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last year. Campbell returned and answered 
all questions, as he now owns the state rush- 
ing and touchdown career records. 
Campbell broke the state rushing record 
with 248 yards against Huntsville Butler and 
set the touchdown mark with his 123rd 
score against Emma Sansom. Campbell has 
rushed for nearly 8,000 yards and 130 
touchdowns for Coach Larry Ginn. 
Campbell boasts 4.38 speed and has aver- 


aged more than 2,000 yards every season of 


his career, 

Keon Carter is a 6-L, 190-pound quarter- 
back for Coach Butch Norman at Luverne. 
Carter is rated as one of the state’s top 45 
prospects by the Birmingham Post-Herald, 
the Tuscaloosa News and The Birmingham 
News and a member of the Mobile Press 
Register’s Elite 18. While he is a prep quar- 
terback, he is a fine all-around athlete who 
could end up at another position in college. 

Sam Collins is a 6-1, 180-pound wide re- 
ceiver and teammate of quarterback 
prospect Luke Tucker at Fayette. Not a 
burner with 4,6 speed,"Snake” runs good 
routes and has great hands. Last season he 
racked up 1,500 yards for the 4A state 
champions, and uses his size and good 
strength with a 250-pound bench press to 
catch the tough balls across the middle. 
Collins has attracted national attention, 
earning first-team prep All-America honors. 
As a three-year starter, his career totals 
through the middle of 1997 include 3,237 
yards and 27 touchdowns, including recog- 
nition as the state’s single season top receiv- 
er with 1,483 yards. Against Winfield he 
snagged eight passes for 156 yards, while 
against Sulligent he caught five balls for 164 
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yards and a touchdown, Collins is a member 
of the Mobile Press Register Elite 18, The 
Birmingham News Super Seniors list, the 
Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 and is rated one of 
the state's top 20 picks by the Birmingham 
Post Herald. He also earned membership to 
many preseason teams, including Street © 
Smith pre-season All-America by Street & 
Smith, Tom Lemming,, Reebok, and 
Sporting News. Collins also plays guard on 
the basketball team and centerfield in base- 
ball. He lists Alabama, Florida, Auburn, 
Kentucky and Florida State as his top choic- 
es. 

Marvin Constant is a 6-3, 247-pound full- 
back prospect from Central High in 
Tuscaloosa, A three-year starter for Coach 
Howard “Buzz” Busby, Constant started the 
last two seasons at fullback in the Falcon 
wishbone formation and made the move to 
tailback this season. Constant has been used 
at fullback as well this year, and has even 
seen a litte time at linebacker, which some 
recruiters say could be a better position for 
him. In 1996 he missed several games due to 
an arm injury, totalling 207 yards on 31 car- 
ries. Tremendously strong, Constant bench 
presses over 400 pounds and squats over 
600, yel runs a 4.46 in the 40. He would like 
to play fullback in college and is also one of 
the state’s best athletes in the shot put and 
discus. Marvin has already qualified academ- 
ically and earned membership to most pre- 
season top recruiting lists, including the 
Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16, The Birmingham 
News Super Seniors and the Mobile Press 
Register Elite 18. 

Thomas Cox is a 6-3, 195-pound quarter- 
back prospect playing for his father, Carroll 
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Sam Collins 


Cox, at Bessemer Jess Lanier. Cox played for 
Hueytown last season and rates as one of the 
state’s top 45 prospects by the Birmingham 
Post-Herald and The Birmingham News. Cox 
has a strong arm and could be one of the 
state’s sleepers at the quarterback position. 

Jermaine Crenshaw is another quarterback 
prospect from the state, playing for Coach 
Gene Allen at Greenville. Crenshaw, 6-2, 
200, threw for nearly 1,500 yards last season 
and rushed for 800. Crenshaw grades out as 
a smart runner and passer and a good ath- 
lete with 4.7 speed. He started as a freshman 
for Greenville’s state championship team in 
1994. His best game came last season vs. 
Evergreen, when he passed for 291 yards 
and three touchdowns. This season against 
Stanhope Elmore he passed for 203 yards 
and had touchdowns both passing and rush- 
ing. Jermaine made the Tuscaloosa News 
Sweet 16, Birmingham News Super Seniors 
and Birmingham Post-Herald’s Top 10 list in 
the state. He is cousin to Alabama defensive 
back Michael Feagin, and has already met 
the NCAA eligibility requirements. His top 
choices include Alabama, Auburn, 
Vanderbilt, UAB and Louisville. 

Edmond Earle is a 6-1, 175-pound wide 
receiver from Fairfield High. Coach Donnie 
Morgan has several players on the recruiting 
list this season. Earle also plays tight end 
and defensive back for Fairfield, but is ex- 
pected to play wide receiver in college, A 
three-year starter for Morgan, Earle has 45 
receptions with 12 touchdowns and has 
recorded 92 tackles. Morgan runs a 4.7 in 
the 40 and bench presses 265 pounds. 
Alabama, Auburn, LSU, UAB and Florida are 
his top choices. 

Johnnie Edwards is a 5-11, 192-pound 
running back for Coach Bobby Beckett at 
Collinsville. Edwards is having a solid se- 
nior season, including a 224-yard perfor- 
mance on 21 carries in Collinsville’s 22-21 
victory over Westbrook Christian. 

Tim Gallahan is a 6-5, 230-pound quarter- 
back prospect from Midfield. A big quarter- 
back, Gallahan runs a 4.9 40 and bench 
presses 200 pounds. A three-year starter for 
Coach Charlie Boren, Tim earned all-state 
honorable mention honors his sophomore 
and junior seasons, and entering 1997 had 
thrown for more than 2,600 yards and 25 
touchdowns with 16 interceptions. In 1996 
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he passed for nearly 1,700 yards on 108-207 
passing, including 18 touchdowns to eight 
interceptions. His best game came againsl 
Brookwood this year as he passed for 385 
yards. He also went over the 300-yard mark 
against Leeds this season. throwing for 312 
yards and three touchdowns. Through five 
games in 97 he had accumulated over 1,200 
yards and 13 touchdowns passing. A mem- 
ber of The Birmingham News Second Dozen 
of Super Seniors, the Mobile Press Register’s 
Elite 18 and one of the state’s top 45 by the 
Birmingham Post-Herald, many feel Gallahan 
could be the state’s best kept secret at quar- 
terback. Gallahan lists Kentucky, Florida, 
Memphis, Mississippi State and Southern 
Miss as his top five choices. 

Chris Gibson is a 6-3, 185-pound prospect 
from Dothan. Although Gibson has played 
both ways for Coach Jimmy Addison. he is 
expected to play defensive back in college. 
Gibson is rated as one of the state's top de- 
fensive back prospects by the Birmingham 
Post-Herald and is also a member of the 
Mobile Press Register’s Elite 18. 

Donnie Hamilton, Jr. is one of the state's 
most versatile athletes, At 5-9 and 160 
pounds, Hamilton fills a variety of spots for 
Coach Donnie Morgan at Fairfield. A three- 
year starter, “J.R.” plays quarterback and 
wide receiver on offense and cornerback on 
defense. An injury slowed Hamilton last sea- 
son, as he rushed for 450 yards on 120 car- 
ries, including his best game of 115 yards 
and two touchdowns rushing and one pass- 
ing this season against Bullock County, 
Hamilton is a fine student, boasting a 4.0 
grade point average and has earned second 
team Academic All-America honors for the 
last two years. Hamilton played a variety of 
positions the last two seasons for the base- 
ball team as well. including second base, 
shortstop and right field. Clocked at 4.4 in 
the 40, Donnie is expected to play either a 
receiver or defensive back in high school. 
Hamilton lists Alabama as his favorite 
choice. 

Dedric Hardrick is a 6-2, 225-pound tail- 
back and defensive back prospect for Coach 
Phillip Lolley at North Jackson. A versatile 
athlete, Hardrick has good speed at 4.5 in 
the 40. Hardrick played quarterback as a ju- 
nior, passing for 600 yards and four touch- 
downs along with rushing for 1,120 and 12 


Brandon Kirkland 


Alan Olson 


touchdowns. On defense Hardrick played 
cornerback, intercepting four passes and 
turning in 30 tackles. A member of the 
Mobile Press Register’s Elite 18, The 
Birmingham News Super Seniors, the 
Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16 and the 
Birmingham Post-Herald Ten Most Wanted, 
Hardrick is expected (o play in the sec- 
ondary in college. Many Southeastern 
Conference schools, including Alabama and 
Auburn, are said to be in the hunt for 
Dedric. 

Duriel Hardrick is a 6-3, 180-pound 
prospect at St. Clair County. Hardrick is a 
three-year starter for Coach Butch Dixon 
and also has started four years on the bas- 
ketball team. Duriel has played quarterback, 
wide receiver, safety and cornerback, earn- 
ing honors as all-state, All-America honor- 
able mention, all-county and all-area in foot- 
ball. Last season he rushed for 865 yards 
and eight touchdowns, passed for 497 yards 
with 10 scores and recorded 110 tackles and 
13 interceptions. His best game was against 
St. James when he rushed for 150 yards and 
three touchdowns, while intercepting two 
passes and making eight tackles. His career 
numbers entering 1997 stood at 2,000 yards 
passing, 3,500 yards rushing with 48 touch- 
downs, 20 interceptions and 378 tackles. He 
runs a 4.5 in the 40, bench presses 255 
pounds and lists Auburn, Alabama, 
Nebraska, Georgia and Tennessee as his top 
choices. 

Tyrus Harrison is a 5-10, 180-pound run- 
ning back prospect from Fairfield. An all- 
metro selection, “Jock” is a four-year starter 
who also plays strong safety for Coach 
Donnie Morgan. Harrison recorded 974 
yards in eight games last season, his best 
game of 207 yards and four touchdowns 
against Jackson-Olin. Harrison could play 
running back or defensive back in college 
with 4.56 speed and a bench press weight of 
315. Alabama, Grambling, Auburn, 
Tennessee and Florida are Harrison’s top 
choices. 

Damien Jones is a 6-2, 200-pound quarter- 
back prospect for Coach James Perine at 
Vigor. An exceptional athlete, Jones can also 
play running back or wide receiver in col- 
lege. As a quarterback, Jones threw for 852 
yards and ran for another 469 yards. The 
Birmingham News rates him as one of the 
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top players in the second dozen of the Super 
Seniors list, and also one of the top 10 quar- 
terbacks in the state. He is also a member of 
the Mobile Press Register’s Elite 18 and the 
Tuscaloosa News second 16. One drawback 
about recruiting Jones is that he may never 
play college football due to his baseball tal- 
ent. Last season he stole 67 consecutive 
bases and batted .500, drawing attention on 
the diamond as well. 

Brandon Kirkland is a 5-9, 165-pound re- 
ceiver for Coach Jimmy Addison at Dothan. 
A three-year starter, Kirkland’s best game in- 
cluded five catches for 95 yards and two 
touchdowns against Jeff Davis last season. 
For his career Kirkland had 44 receptions 
for 820 yards and six touchdowns entering 
‘97. He earned Player of the Week honors 
once last season and boasts a 4.5 in the 40 
and a 3.7 GPA. He is a cousin of redshirt 
freshman Tider Wayne Thomas and has 
started the last two seasons for the basket- 
ball team. Alabama, UAB, Clemson, Tulane 
and Vanderbilt are his top choices. 

Courtney Martin is a 6-0, 185-pound wide 
receiver prospect from St. Clair County. A 
three-year starter for Coach Butch Dixon, 
“Cone” caught 37 passes for 698 yards and 
seven touchdowns, along with rushing for 
550 yards on 60 carries with nine touch- 
downs. As a defensive back he recorded four 
interceptions and 47 tackles. His career 
numbers entering '97 were 67 catches for 
1,007 yards and 14 touchdowns, 737 yards 
rushing with 10 touchdowns, eight intercep- 
tions and 85 tackles. Martin earned all- 
county and all-metro honors last season and 
is also a two-year starter on the basketball 
team and three-year starter as a member of 
the track team. Alabama, Georgia Tech, 
Auburn, UAB and Florida are his top choic- 
es. 
Tyrone Moore is a 5-9, 180-pound running 
back prospect from Cedar Bluff. Playing for 
Coach Steve Smith, Moore is rated as one of 
the state’s top 25 running backs by The 
Birmingham News. 

Jamarcus Murray is a 6-0, 196-pound run- 
ning back prospect from Tuscaloosa County 
High. “J-Rock” earned all-state honors in 
1995 and 1996 for Coach Bobby Moore, 
along with earning offensive most valuable 
player honors for the Wildcats in 1996. His 
best game entering 1997 was against Holt 
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last season, rushing for 245 yards and two 
touchdowns en route to a 1,600-yard sea- 
son. Clocked at 4.5 in the 40-yard dash, 
Murray bench presses 250 pounds and also 
plays basketball for the Cats. He is rated one 
of the state’s top 30 running backs by The 
Birmingham News .He lists FSU, Jacksonville 
State, Troy State, Tennessee and LSU as his 
top collegiate choices. 

Derrick Nix is a 5-11, 210-pound fullback 
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The lace is 80% catton, 20% polyester. Made in the U.S.A. 


Please Print 
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City State _______ Zip 


Tyler Watts 

for Coach Raymond Farmer at Etowah. Not 
as big as his fullback peer Constant, Nix still 
has the size and speed to play. Nix has 4.5 
speed and agility to either run through or 
around defenders, and can play either tail- 
back or fullback in college. Nix was also ex- 
pected to play linebacker for Etowah this 
season due to his athletic ability. He rushed 
for 1,376 yards and 15 touchdowns last 
season for the same school that produced 


: Method of Payment 
Quantity § © Visa © Mastercard O Check 


Size Seats Price 


70” x 90” 6 $59.00 Account # 

70” x 108” 8-10 $69.00 

Shipping & Handling 8% Sales Tax Exp. Date 

add $7.50 in Alabama . 
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STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF 
AUGUST 12, 1970. SECTION 3685, TITLE 
39, UNITED STATES CODE, SHOWING 
THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND 
CIRCULATION OF ‘BAMA, INSIDE THE 
CRIMSON TIDE MAGAZINE. 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide Magazine 
(Publication No. 489-470), published 
monthly, except June and July with an annu- 
al subscription rate of $35.00, at 2116 8th 
Street, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401. The gen- 
eral business offices of the publisher are lo- 
cated at 2116 8th Street, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama 35401. 

The names and addresses of the publisher 
and editor are: Publisher: College Sports 
Publications, Inc,, P.O. Box 866104, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35486-0054. Editor: 
Kirk MeNair, PO, Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama 35486-0054. 

The owner is College Sports Publications, 
Inc., RO, Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
35486-0054, and Kirk McNair and Lynne 
MeNair, 3477 Arcadia Drive, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama 35404, 

The known bondholders, mortgagees and 
other security holders owning or holding | 
percent or more of total amount of bonds, 
mortgages or other securities are: None. 


The average number of copies each issue 
during the preceding 12 months: 
A. Total number of copies printed (net press 
run) 17,264 
B. Paid Circulation 

1. Sales through dealers and carriers, street 
vendors and counter sales 2.325 

2. Paid and/or Requested Mail subserip- 
lions 10,055 
C. Total paid circulation 12,380 
D. Free distribution by mail, samples, com- 
plimentary, and other free copies 420 
E. Free distribution outside the mail 0 
F Total free distribution 420 
G. Total distribution 12,800 
H. Copies not distributed 

1. Office, left over, unaccounted, spoiled 


after printing 1,372 
2. Return from New Agents 3,092 
| Total 17,264 


Percent Paid and/or Requested Circulation97 

The average number of copies of single 
issue published nearest to filing date: 
A. Total number of copies printed (net press 
run) 17,344 
B. Paid Circulation 

1. Sales through dealers and carriers, street 
vendors and counter sales 5,948 

2. Paid and/or Requested Mail subscrip- 
tions 10,258 
C. Total paid circulation 16,206 
D. Free distribution by mail, samples, com- 
plimentary, and other free copies 333 
E. Free distribution outside the mail 0 
FE Total free distribution 333 
G. Total distribution 16,539 
H. Copies not distributed 

1. Office, left over, unaccounted. spoiled 
after printing 805 

2. Return from New Agents 0 
| Total 17,344 
Percent Paid and/or Requested Circulation98 


| certify that the statements made by me 
above are correct. and complete, 
Lynne P. MeNair, publisher 
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current Tiders Freddie Kitchens and Ed 
Scissum. Already qualified academically, Nix 
is drawing attention [rom Alabama, Auburn, 
Florida, Georgia Tech, Southern Miss and 
UAB, 

Alan Olson is a 6-2, 190-pound quarter- 
back prospect for Coach Chip Murphy and 
St, James High in Montgomery. A two-year 
starter and a three-year letterman, Olson is 
also a three-sport athlete for St, James. 
Olson passed for 1,400 yards and 14 touch- 
downs as a junior, setting a school record 
and leading the area, city and conference in 
passing. Olson was all-state last season and 
all-conference both his junior and sopho- 
more seasons and also earned team MVP 
honors last year. His best game came against 
Holtville when he passed for 283 yards and 
three touchdowns. Olson was also all-con- 
ference in basketball as a three-year starter 
and is a two-year all-state performer on the 
diamond as a four-year starter at pitcher, 
third base and shortstop. He also rates as 
one of the state’s top 25 quarterbacks by 
The Birmingham News. His choices include 
Alabama, Auburn, Southern Miss, Tulane 
and Tennessee. 

Chris Prince is a 6-0, 195-pound running 
back and linebacker prospect for Coach 
Louis White at Courtland, Not rated as one 
of the state’s top dozen running backs, 
Prince did rate a back to keep an eye on by 
The Birmingham News. 

Orrin Radford is a 5-11, 215-pound full- 
back from Fairfield. A teammate of tailback 
Tyrus Harrison, three-year starter Radford 
earned all-city honorable mention honors 
last season. In “96 he rushed for 340 yards 
and added 217 receiving yards and totalled 
his best game against Bullock County with 
89 yards rushing with two touchdowns, 
Entering 1997 Radlord'’s career statistics to- 
talled 673 yards rushing and 300 receiving. 
He runs a 4.6 in the 40 and bench presses 
320 pounds. 

Shontua Ray is a 5-10, 185-pound running 
back from Montevallo. His Coach, Eddie 
Williams, said, “He makes a good highlight 
tape.” Ray rushed for more than 3,800 yards 
entering 1997, along with 39 touchdowns as 
a three-year starter. Ray's speed also makes 
him threatening, as he was the 4A state 
champion in the 100 meter (10.5) and the 
200 meters (21.4), This season Ray had a 
good game in a losing effort, rushing for 241 
yards and two touchdowns in a 21-19 loss to 
John Carroll. Ray earned membership to the 
Mobile Press Register’s Elite 18, The 
Birmingham News second dozen of Super 
Seniors and the Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16. 

Rondy Rogers is a 5-10, 200-pound run- 
ning back from Minor High in Adamsville. 
Playing for Coach Alan Pridmore, Rogers is 
listed as one of the state's top +0 by The 
Birmingham News. Against Huntsville 
Grissom this year he had three rushing 
touchdowns and caught a pass for a 57-yard 
score. 

Sedric Samuels is a 5-11, 163-pound 
prospect for Coach James Fountain at W.S. 
Neal High in Brewton. A tremendous ath- 


lete, Samuels is rated one of Southwest 
Alabama's Top 25 by the Mobile Press 
Register, along with membership to the sec- 
ond 16 of the Tuscaloosa News. “Bullet” has 
blazing speed at 4.3 in the 40, playing quar- 
terback and defensive back and has earned 
Player of the Week honors four times. 
Against Opp this season, Samuels tallied 351 
yards in total offense and accounted for six 
touchdowns, rushing for 150 yards on nine 
carries and two touchdowns, while passing 
for 201 yards and four scores in the 44-20 
win, A three-year starter, last season Samuels 
tallied 1,596 yards passing and 576 rushing 
with eight rushing and 18 passing touch- 
downs. Samuel is expected to play either 
wide receiver or defensive back in college. 

Terrence Shamburger is a 6-1, 208-pound 
running back prospect for Coach Bubba 
Davis at Jasper Walker. Good sized with 4.6 
speed, Shamburger has drawn recognition as 
one of the state’s top 50 players by The 
Birmingham News, the Birmingham Post- 
Herald, the Mobile Press Register and the 
Tuscaloosa News. Shamburger has also seen 
time at defensive back and could play either 
in college. 

Jason Smith is a 6-0, 195-pound running 
back prospect from St. James High in 
Montgomery. A teammate of quarterback 
prospect Alan Olson, Smith had one of his 
better games against Alabama Christian 
Academy, rushing 31 times for 256 yards 
and four touchdowns (94, 88, 17 and 6 
yards) in a 39-14 win. He is a three-year let- 
terman who has posted more than 1,700 
yards rushing, and 250 yards receiving from 
the offensive side of the ball. Smith also 
plays outside linebacker, recording more 
than 120 tackles during his career, Smith 
was all-city and his team’s MVP in 1994, 
along with participating in tennis, basketball 
and track. Smith broke his ankle in the 
fourth game this season but should return 
by the end of the year.Alabama, Troy State, 
Jacksonville State, UAB and Samford are his 
top choices. 

Darius Tubbs is a 6-3, 180-pound wide re- 
ceiver at Jess Lanier. A teammate of Thomas 
Cox, Tubbs has good size and speed and has 
good hands for Coach Carroll Cox and one 
of the better teams in Class 6A. 

Luke Tucker is a 6-1, 180-pound quarter- 
back from Fayette. A three-year starter for 
his father, Waldon Tucker, Luke boasts hon- 
ors as selected as Super 11, All-State, Class 
4A MVP in last year's championship game 
and all-conference. Last season his best 
game came against Hillcrest when he threw 
for 366 yards and two touchdowns en route 
to final season statistics of 2,976 yards pass- 
ing with 25 touchdowns. The younger 
brother of Tide quarterback Lance Tucker, 
left-handed Luke runs a 4.8 in the 40 and 
bench presses 300 pounds. He is qualified 
academically and lists Alabama, Kentucky, 
Mississippi State, Florida and FSU as his top 
five choices. 

Brett Turnbull is a 6-4, 220-pound quarter- 
back prospect from Fairhope. With his size 
Turnbull will draw attention automatically. 
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Turnbull rates in a secondary list of quarter- 
backs but earned membership to the Mobile 
Press Registers list of Southwest Alabama's 
Top 25 and The Birmingham News Top 20 
quarterbacks. Brett runs a 4.9 in the 40 and 
bench presses nearly 300 pounds. A three- 
year starter for Coach Eddie Tyler, Turnbull 
has thrown for over 1,200 yards in his career. 
He also is a two-year starter in basketball and 
a one-year starter in baseball. Turnbull boasts 
a 3.9 GPA and has academically qualified. He 
lists Vanderbilt, Alabama, Tulane and Rice as 
top choices, 

Tyler Watts is a 6-3, 210-pound quarter- 
back from Pelham High in Birmingham. 
Already committed to Alabama, Watts com- 
pleted 142 of 273 passes for 1,954 yards, 13 
touchdowns and 1+ interceptions last season. 
He also rushed for 552 yards and 12 touch- 
downs in "96, Coached by Rick Rhoades, a 
former Alabama assistant, Watts has a head 
start on the complications of playing quarter- 
back in college. He entered 1997 on the heels 
of two consecutive 1,800-yard passing sea- 
sons. This season, Watts had a great game 
against Hewitt-Trussville, completing 21 of 
32 passes for 304 yards and a touchdown, 
along with rushing for 77 yards and four 
touchdowns in a 34-7 win. Generally listed 
among the Top 20 quarterbacks in the coun- 
wy, he is ranked the number one prospect in 
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the state by the Tuscaloosa News, The 
Birmingham News, the Birmingham Post- 
Herald and the Mobile Press Register. Watts 
chose the Tide over many schools, the last 
short list including Alabama, Auburn and 
Tennessee. He boasts a 3.48 GPA and is al- 
ready qualified academically. 

Aureus Williams is a 5-11, 225-pound full- 
back prospect from Stanhope Elmore, One of a 
few fullbacks in the class of 97, Williams plays 
for Coach Jimmy Foshee, father of former Tide 
linebacker Jeff Foshee. Williams rates as one of 
Alabama's top four pure fullbacks. 

Mel Willis is a 6-3, 200-pound prospect 
from Luverne. Willis rated in pre-season as 
one of the top 20 prospects in the state by the 
Birmingham Post-Herald and was also a mem- 
ber of the Mobile Press Registers Elite 18. A 
three-year starter for Coach Butch Norman, 
Willis has been called “The best we've ever 
had” by Norman. Willis recorded 24 career 
interceptions entering "97, along with three 
kickoff returns for touchdowns and 22 recep- 
tions for 397 yards. Willis is expected to play 
defensive back in college 


here are a handful of others who have 
been mentioned in various publica- 
tions as possible prospects. They in- 


clude: 
Donnie Aldridge, 5-11, 180, running back 


— — —- — 
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for Coach Keith Bender at Lawrence County 
High School in Moulton; Kelvin Anderson, 5- 
9, 175, running back for Coach Daniel H. 
Klages at Ashford; B.J. Long,, 5-10, 170, de- 
fensive back for Coach Steve Smith at Cedar 
Bluff; Hunter Long, 6-0, 185, defensive back 
for Coach Rush Propst at Eufaula; Janadas 
McDaniel, 5-9, 185, running back for Coach 
Vance Robertson at Decatur Austin; Kerenski 
McGhee, 5-9, 165, cornerback for Coach 
Jimmy Foshee at Stanhope Elmore; Jessie 
McKinney, 5-11, 180, defensive back for 
Coach bobby Beckett at Collinsville; Jonathan 
Millican, 6-1, 200, running back for Coach 
John Kirby at Pisgah; Freddie Money, 5-11, 
170, defensive back for Ashford; Demetree 
Moore, 5-11, 180, defensive back for Cedar 
Bluff; Dale Payne, 6-0, 209, fullback for 
Coach Ricky Thomas at West Jefferson; 
Torrence Phillips, 6-0, 185, cornerback for 
Coach Lamar Green at Wilcox Central in 
Camden; Shawn Ryan, 6-1, 200, kicker for 
Coach Charles Jones at Montgomery 
Catholic; Kevin Shannon, 5-11, 175, place- 
kicker for Austin; Russell Stuckey, 5-10, 170, 
wide receiver for Coach Bobby Dye at 
McKenzie; Carl Sykes, 6-1, 175, running 
back for Coach Terry Curtis at Mobile 
Murphy; and Keldrick Wasp, 5-11, 180, de- 
fensive back for Coach Eddie Tyler at 
Fairhope. 
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1997 Alabama Fall Sports Schedules 


Women’s Fall Golf 


Football 


Date Opponent Score/Time* 
Aug, 30 Houston @ Birmingham (J-P) 42-17 
Sept. 11 @ Vanderbilt (ESPN) 20-0 
Sept. 20 Arkansas (JP) 16-17 
Sept. 27 Southern Miss @ Birmingham 27-13 

Oct, 4 @ Kentucky 34-40 (ot) 
Oct. 18 Tennessee @ Birmingham (ESPN) 21-38 
Oct. 25 @ Ole Miss (J-P) 29-20 

Nov. 1 Louisiana Tech (homecoming) 1:00 

Nov. 8 LSU (CBS) 2:30 
Nov. 15 Mississippi State 1:30 
Nov. 22 @ Auburn (ESPN) 6:30 

Dec. 6 SEC Championship @ Atlanta (ABC) 7:00 


*Central time, subject to change. 


Volleyball Soccer 


Date/ Time/ Date/ Time/ 
UA Opponent Opp. UA Opponent Opp. 
Air Force Inyitational Reebok Invitational 
0 Murray State 3 ] San Diego (OT) 0 
3 Northwestern State 1 1 Cal State-Fullerton 3 

= Air Porce | 
SEC/Big 10 Challenge Crimson Classic 
0 Ohio State 3 2 Oral Roberts 0 
0 Wisconsin 3 10 Troy State 0 
2 Louisiana Tech 3 1 Georgia 2 
New Orleans Invitational 2 Tennessee | 
3 Tennessee Tech 0 
0 New Orleans 3 2 @ Mississippi State 1 
| Southern Miss 3 3 @ Ole Miss (SportsSouth) 0 
3 Prairie View 0 Adidas Invitational @ Durham, N.C. 
0 North Carolina 6 
3 Samlord 1 0 Duke 3 
North Carolina State Invitational 
3 Marquette 2 7 Southern Miss 1 
2 North Carolina State 3 Pi @ Alabama-Birmingham 3 
2 Syracuse 3 5 @ LSU 0 
5 Arkansas 3 
| Southern Miss 3 5 @ South Carolina 4 
0 @ Arkansas 3 3 Auburn 2 (2 ot) 
4 @LSU 1 Oct. 29 @ Tulane 7:00 
3 @ Troy State 0 Nov. 3 Jacksonville State 4:00 
0 Kentucky 3 Nov, 6- SEC Tournament 
1 Tennessee 3 Nov. 9 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
0 @ Georgia 3 
3 Middle Tennessee l 
0 South Carolina 3 
a) Florida 2 
: ee : Men’s Fall Golf 
0 Mississippi Stale 3 Date Event 
Oct. 3] LSU 7:00 Sept. 20-21 Keswick Invitational 
Noy, 2 Arkansas 2:00 @ Charlottesville, Val. 
Nov, 6 @ Auburn 7:00 Sept. 29-30 Tournament of Champions 
Nov. 9 Auburn 2:00 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
Nov. 14+  — @ Mississippi State 7:00 Oct. 20-21 Jerry Pate National 
Nov.16 @Ole Miss 2:00 @ Old Overton, Birmingham 
Noy. 21- SEC Championships Nov. 7-9 The Nelson International 
Nov.23 @ Athens, Georgia @ Stanford, Calif. 
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Date 


Event 


Sept. 19-21 Auburn Invitational 
Sept. 26-28 Mercedes-Benz Invitational 


@ Knoxville, Tenn. 


Oct, 17-19 Lady Paladin Invitational 


@ Greenville, S.C. 


Oct. 26-28 Memphis Invitational 


Men’s Fall Tennis 


Event 


Sept. 25-28 National Clay Courts 


@ Baltimore 


Oct. 9-12 Southern Collegiate 


@ Athens, Ga. 


Oct. 16-19 ~~ All-American 


@ Austin, Texas 


Oct. 17-19 — Georgia Tech Invitational 
Novy, 6-9 Rolex Regional @ Athens, Ga. 


Women’s Fall Tennis 


Date 


Event 


Sept. 26-28 @ Vanderbilt Invitational 
Oct. 10-13. SEC Coaches Classic 


@ Auanta 


Oct.17-19 — Gator Fall Classic 


@ Gainesville, Fla. 


Oct, 23-26 Riviera All-American 


@ Los Angeles 


Nov. 7-10 Rolex Qualifier 


Date 


@ Oxtord, Miss, 


Women’s Cross 
Country 


Meet Result 


Sept. 13 Crimson Classic Istol 12 
Sept. 20 @ Vanderbilt Invitational Ist of 20 
Sept. 27 Pre-District @ Birmingham4th of 19 
Oct. 11 Murray Keating 6th of 20 
Oet. 18 @ Clemson Invitational 3rd of 19 


Nov. | 


Nov. lL 


SEC Championships 
@ Columbia, $.C. 
3 Dixtiret IX @ Birmingham 


Noy. 24 NCAA Championships 


@ Greenville, $.C. 


Men’s Cross Country 


Date Meet Result 
Sept. 13 Crimson Classic Istof 14 
Sept. 20 Florida & FSU @ Birmingham Ist 
Sept. 27 @ FSU Invitational Ist of 9 
Oct. 11 Murray Keating 6th of 20 


Oct. 18 @ Clemson Invitational 3rd of 19 


Nov. 1 


SEC Championships 
@ Columbia, S.C. 


Noy. 15 Dixtiret IX @ Birmingham 
Nov. 24 NCAA Championships 


@ Greenville, $.C. 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/NOVEMBER ‘97 


1997-98 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Men's Basketball 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 
Nov. 7 Marathon Oil (Exh.) 7:00 
Nov. 13 Foreign Team TBA (Exh.) 7:00 
Nov. 18 North Texas 7:00 
Nov, 22 @ Minnesota 2:00 
Nov. 24 Jacksonville State 7:00 
Puerto Rico Holiday Classic @ San Juan 
Nov. 27 Georgia Tech 2:00 
Nav. 28 Illinois or Wichita State TBA 

Nov, 29 St. John’s, Louisville, Hofstra or 
American PR TBA 
Dec.3 Texas A@M 7:00 
Dec, 6 @ Boston University 2:00 
Dec. 13 Florida International 7:00 
Dec. 20 Tulane @ Birmingham TBA 
Dec. 22 Alabama State 7:00 
All-College Tournament @ Oklahoma City 
Dec. 27 Sam Houston State TBA 
Dec. 28 Oklahoma or Coppin State TBA 
Jan. 3 Mississippi State TBA 
Jan. 7 @LSU (Jefferson-Pilot) 7:00 
Jan. 10 Ole Miss (CBS) 1:00 
Jan. 14 Vanderbilt Vefferson Pilot) 7:00 
Jan. 18 @ Auburn (Jefferson Pilot) — 1,30 
Jan. 21 Kentucky @ Louisville TBA 
Jan. 2+ @ Arkansas TBA 
Jan. 28 Tennessee 7:00 
Feb.4 Auburn 7:00 
Feb.7 @Ole Miss TBA 
Feb. 11 @South Carolina (Jelf Pilot) 7:00 
Feb. 14 Florida 7:00 
Feb. 18 @ Georgia TBA 
Feb. 21 LSU (Fox SportSouth 3:00 
Feb. 25 @ Mississippi State TBA 
Feb. 28 Arkansas (Jelferson Pilot) 3:00 


Southeastern Conference Tournament 
March 5-8 @ Atlanta TBA 


Men’s Swimming 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 

81 Delta State 30 

64 Northeast Louisiana 47 

Oct. 24- Collegiate Aqua Sports All Day 


Oct.25  @ Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Oct. 30- Diving Wrold Trials All Day 
Nov.1 @ Athens, Georgia 
Noy, 8 LSU 10:30 
Nov. 14-16 Auburn Invitational All Day 
Dec, +- United States Open All Day 
Dec, 6 @ Indianapolis, Indiana 
Jan. 2- Georgia Diving All Day 
Jan.4+ @ Athens, Georgia 
Jan.3 Georgia 1:00 
Jan. 10 South Carolina 11:00 
Jan.24 @ Florida 10:30 
Feb, 7 @ Auburn 11:00 
Feb. 15- SEC Diving All Day 
Feb.17 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 18- SEC Championships —_All Day 
Feb, 21 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
March 7 Last Chance @ Auburn All Day 
March 26- NCAA Championships All Day 
March 28 @ Auburn 
April 22- US Diving All Day 


April 26 TBA 
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Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 
Nov 5 Baltic All-Stars (exh.) 7;00 
Nov. 10 Shelen of Russia (exh,) 7:00 


Women’s Pre-Season NIT 
Nov. 14 Furman (First Round Game) 7:00 
Nov. 16 NIT Second Round game  =TBA 
Nov. 20-21 NIT Semifinals and Finals TBA 


Hawaii Invitational @ Honolulu 
Nov. 28- (Hawaii,Oklahoma State, TBA 
Noy. 30 LSU, Indiana, Iowa State, Idaho) 


Dec. 2 Samford 7:00 

Dec. 6 Akron 2:00 

Leggs Classic @ Las Cruces, New Mexico 
Dec. 17 Stephen F Austin 5:00 


Dec. 18 New Mexico State or Elon TBA 


Dec. 2L @ Florida 2:00 
St. Joseph’s Invitational @ Philadelphia 
Dee, 28- (St. Joseph’, Yale, Boston College) 


Dec. 29 Finals TBA 
Jan. 4 @ South Carolina 1:00 
Jan. 7 Auburn 7:00 

Jan. 11 @ Arkansas 2:00 

Jan. 14 @ Mississippi TBA 

Jan. 18 Mississippi State 2:00 

Jan. 20 @ Northwestern State TBA 

Jan. 24 Kentucky 7:00 

Jan.29 @LSU 7:00 
Feb, 1 @ Tennessee (SportSouth) 2:00 
Feb,3 LSU 7:00 
Feb. 5 North Carolina-Charlotte 7:00 
Feb, 8 Georgia (ESPN2) +00 

Feb. Ll @ Auburn TBA 

Feb. 14+ Florida 2:00 

Feb. 18 @ Georgia Southern 6:00 

Feb. 22 @ Vanderbilt 2:00 


Southeastern Conference Tournament 
Feb. 26-March | @ Columbus, Georgia TBA 


Women’s Swimming 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 

68 Delta State 39 

68 Northeast Louisiana 33 

Oct. 24- Collegiate Aqua Sports All Day 


Oct.25 @ Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Oct. 30- Diving Wrold Trials All Day 
Nov. 1 @ Athens, Georgia 
Noyv.8 LSU 10;30 
Nov. 14- Auburn Invitational All Day 
Nov. 16 
Dec. 4- United States Open All Day 
Dec.6 @ Indianapolis, Indiana 
Jan. 2- Georgia Diving All Day 
Jan.4+ @ Athens, Georgia 
Jan.3 Georgia 1:00 
Jan. 10 South Carolina 11:00 
Jan. 24 @ Florida 10:30 
Feb.6 @ Auburn 6:00 
Feb. 15- SEC Diving All Day 
Feb. 17 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. L8- SEC Championships All Day 
Feb.21 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb, 28 Last Chance @ Auburn = All Day 


March 19- NCAA Championships All Day 
March 21 @ Minneapolis, Minnesota 

April 22- US Diving All Day 
April26 TBA 


Gymnastics 


Date 
Jan. + 
Jan. 10 
Jan. 17 
Jan. 23 
Jan. 31 
Feb, 7 
Feb. 14 
Feb, 20 
Feb, 27 


Opponent Time (CST) 
Excite Night (Intrasquad) 2:00 
@ Minnesota 7:00 
Georgia 7:00 
@ Auburn 7:30 
Penn State 7:00 
Florida 7:00 
@ Georgia 6:00 
@ Kentucky 6:30 
Alabama Invitational 7:00 


(Arizona State, Massachusetts, North 


March 6 
March 14 
March 21 


April 4 
April 16- 
April 18 


Carolina State) 
Penn State & LSU@LSU_ 7:00 
Utah State 7:00 
SEC Championships 
@ Baton Rouge 
NCAA Central Regional 
NCAA Championships 
@ Los Angeles 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date 
Jan. 16- 
Jan, 17 
Jan. 24 
Jan, 30- 
Jan. 31 
Jan. 31- 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 13- 
Feb. 14 
Feb. 28- 
March | 
March 6- 
March 7 
March 13- 
March 14 


Event 
@ Clemson Indoor 


@ LSU Purple Tiger 
Rocky Mountain Cup 
@ Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Terrier Classic 

@ Boston 

Butler Invitational 

@ Indianapolis, Ind. 
SEC Championships 

@ Baton Rouge 

USATF Championships 
@ Atlanta 

NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis, tnd. 


Women’s Indoor 


Date 
Jan. 17 


Jan. 24 
Jan. 30- 
Jan. 31 
Jan. 31- 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 13- 
Feb. 14+ 
Feb. 28- 
March I 
March 6- 
March 7 
March 13- 
March 14 


Track 


Event 

Saluki Invitational 

@ Carbondale, Ll. 

@ LSU Purple Tiger 
Rocky Mountain Cup 
@ Colorado Springs. Colorado 
Terrier Classic 

@ Boston 

Butler Invitational 

@ Indianapolis, Ind, 
SEC Championships 

@ Baton Rouge 

USATE Championships 
@ Adanta 

NCAA Championships 
@ \ndianapolis, Ind. 
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Schedules Of Alabama’s 1997 Opponents 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/NOVEMBER '97 
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A SPECIAL WAY TO BENEFIT AND SUPPORT THE PAUL W. BRYANT MUSEUM 


THE NEW 1997 COLLECTION 
OF BAMA’S GREATEST GAMES! 


AMA’S GREATEST GAMES 

1997 COLLECTION will 
include three one hour tapes recreated 
and developed by The Alabama Sports 
Network (TASN) from special archival 
footage. Packaged and sold individually 
in attractive souvenir covers, these 
highly collectible video tapes include 
several games that were not seen on 
television — all games that Bama fans 
want to see. 


BAMA’'S GREATEST GAMES are hosted 
by famed Tide sportscaster-author John 
Forney, Tom Roberts and Jeff Rutledge 
of TASN. 


“IN ‘BAMA’S GREATEST GAMES’ 
fans can relive the 
memorable wins that 
are part of the Crimson 
Tide's rich tradition. 
Having been both a player 
and a coach at the 

: University of Alabama, 
I'm proud to have been associated with 
some of those great moments. And I’m 
pleased that a portion of the proceeds 
from each purchase will help support 
the Paul W. Bryant Museum.” 


Mike DuBose 


HIBBETT 


SPORTS 


“For The Real Sport” 


The games were selected on the basis 
of research by the Paul W. Bryant 
Museum with input from Alabama fans 
around the world. A portion of the pro- 
ceeds from the sales of these tapes will 
go to the museum to improve and 
enhance its vast collection of Alabama 
football memorabilia. 


Available September 1, at fine retail 
stores everywhere, the great 1997 
COLLECTION includes these games: 


BOOKS:-A:MILLION 


WE WROTE THE BOOK ON LOW PRICES 


©Copyright 1997, Collegiate Sports Partners, Limited and The University of Alabama. 


1979 BAMA VS. PENN STATE 
The goal line stand led Bama to a 

magnificent victory and on to Coach 
Bryant's last National Championship. 


1981 BAMA VS. AUBURN 
Legendary coach Paul “Bear” Bryant 
saw his Bama squad rack up career win 
number 314 at Penn State. Now Bryant's 
Tide squares off against arch-rival Auburn, 
working to break Amos Alonzo Stagg’s 
all time career coaching record. 


1993 BAMA VS. MIAMI 

Underdog Alabama knocked off No. 1 
Miami to win the National Championship 
34-13, in the 1993 Sugar Bowl. The win 
climaxed an undefeated season for 
coach Gene Stallings’ Tide and produced 
Bama’s first National Championship 
since 1979. 
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RELIVE THE EXCITING MEMORIES OF 
THE CRIMSON TIDE’S GREATEST VICTORIES! 


Limited quantities of previous 
volumes 1 through 20, are available. 
To order, call toll free 1-800-353-BAMA. 


. 


“For a football program as extraordinary as Crimson Tide Football, 
you need a magazine that can match its excellence, ‘Bama Magazine.” 


: ital 


S 
y B Magazine has been giving Alabama fans A subscription brings you 10 full-color magazines 
the inside story on all aspects of Crimson and 14 newsletters mailed first class. 
Tide Football since 1979. We don't stop with 
Piease Seno Me One Year (24 Issues) 5 
Readers get the facts and Or ‘BAMA For Ony $35.00. football season, either. 
figures, but also get the Total amount enclosed $ for nu Keep up with all Alabama 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 
story behind the story. We Make checks payable to: sports, August through 
: BAMA Magazine Payment Enclosed__ nae 
profile the stars and the Sige care Mastercard___Visa__ May. Great gift idea, too! 
stars-to-be, coaches, and Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 Bank Card#__Exp. Date___ Don't wait! Become a ye 


Signature 


even the stars of yesteryear subscriber and get on the 


Please Print 
as we remember Alabama 
tradition. And for the best 


and most accurate 


inside track of Crimson 
Tide Football. Return the 
: eee coupon or for immediate 
recruiting information, If This Is A Gift service, just call toll-free 
nothing compares. a 1-800-713-2261. 


State. Zip. 


(Address) 


(City), 


